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PREFACE

In July of 2006, I travelled to Santa Sabina in order to begin to collate the material that had been gathered on the Survey on the Dominican Charism of Preaching. I worked for three weeks under the direction of fr. Chrys McVey, OP, Socius for Apostolic Life. A vast amount of material had been gathered, and at first I did not know how I would approach it. As I began to read the submissions, I realised that they had more in common than they had in difference. I therefore began to make notes on the themes and issues that were reoccurring, and the ways that they were treated. I also kept in mind the focus of the two refining questions posed at Krakow 2004:

· Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our witness to the Gospel?

· How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as a participation in the essential mission of the Order? 

The experience of collation has been one that has confirmed me in my own Dominican vocation, as I witness the level of passion and enthusiasm with which our calling is lived out throughout the world, and the importance of our Preaching mission. It is my hope that this reflection will ignite new fires of passion in the Dominican Family.

David Edward Rocks, O.P.

Santa Sabina,

July 2006

INTRODUCTION

This is the document in which the results of the vast amount of material received as part of the survey on the Dominican Charism of Preaching have been collated. The survey has taken the form of a broad study of the Charism of Preaching as it is lived out by each branch of the Dominican Family throughout the world. It raises important issues that need to be addressed, and it gives us an insight as to how our Dominican vocation is experienced throughout the order.

This document begins with a brief outline of the background to the project, its initiation at Bologna 1998, its path through Providence and Krakow until this time of collation. It brings together the wealth of material that has been gathered on the issue from different sources. The document offers a synopsis of the key issues that were discussed in the Report on the Charism of Preaching that was submitted to the General Chapter of Providence in 2001. It then considers the responses that were received from the nuns, friars, laity and apostolic sisters as part of the reflection. 

The survey uncovers some important issues that are worthy of continued reflection and discussion. These include:

· Preaching from the pulpit of our lives – all our actions say something of our preaching vocation.

· There is much more to our preaching mandate than ‘liturgical preaching’. We have a broad responsibility in our calling.

· We need to pay more attention to the area of collaboration, in order that our preaching would have the effectiveness it requires.

· Our profession in the Order imposes a strong responsibility to preach the gospel everywhere and always.

In the material that follows, there is much that can be reflected and discussed by the whole Order. There is great hope and vision, and our Dominican Charism is alive and well throughout the world. I hope that what follows has been as true to the material as I have endeavoured to make it, and that everyone who participated feels their voice has been heard. May these reflections inspire growth and renewal throughout the whole Dominican family.

THE HISTORY OF THE SURVEY
FROM BOLOGNA TO KRAKOW

The present survey is part of a long process of reflection on the Dominican experience of preaching. This was formally recognised by the General Chapter of Bologna, which mandated the Master of the Order to establish a commission ‘to examine the charism of preaching for men and women of the Order’
. Such a commission was indeed established, in response to the request that the Master of the Order: 

[…] constitute a commission of highly competent theologian brothers and sisters of the Order, whose task will be to examine the […] charism of preaching for men and women of the Order and its relation to ordained ministry, and to advance the theological and ecclesiastical dimension of the question […]

The commission consisted of:

· Sr Mary Catherine Hilkert, O.P.

· Sr Benedikta Hintersberger, O.P.

· Sr Mary O’Driscoll, O.P.

· Fr Hervé Legrand, O.P.

· Fr Paul Philibert, O.P.

This group responded to the task given and reported to the General Chapter of Providence. The General Chapter of Providence recommended the continuation of this process, but circumstances at the time prevented a full discussion of the issue, and so the Chapter at Providence related the following: 

[We acknowledge] the interim report […] [and entrust] the Assistants for Intellectual Life and Apostolic Life with the continuance of this reflection, together with experts from diverse parts of the world.
  

The work of the Assistants (Socii) being ongoing between 2001 and 2004, the General Chapter of Krakow 2004 stated the following:


 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND RECOMMENDATION

We acknowledge the work of the commission established by Bologna 42 to ‘examine the charism of preaching in the Order’.

We support the ongoing study committed by the Socii for apostolic life and intellectual life by Providence 435.

We encourage responses to this study, the purpose of which is: 

· To stimulate wide discussion among the branches of the family;

· To gather data on the different experiences of preaching (by the end of 2005);

· To make this known to the Dominican Family.

We recommend focusing on the following two questions for the future:

· Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our witness to the Gospel?

· How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as a participation in the essential mission of the Order?

We recommend that before the next chapter a small meeting of theologians, historians, pastors, and canonists be held to evaluate responses, continue the reflection, and propose future steps to be taken.
 

This survey is quite a task, encompassing a great deal of consultation throughout the world with all peoples who identify their lives and actions as Dominican in nature and description. This report will examine the response made to the recommendations of the last three General Chapters by the General Curia, and the vast array of responses received from the many branches of the Order throughout the world.

2 – THE PROCESS SO FAR – THE REPORT AND REQUESTS FOR RESPONSE

2.1
Report of the Special Commission: ‘The Dominican Charism of Preaching: An Inquiry; The Charism of Preaching for Men and Women of the Order of Preachers’, May 2001.

The General Chapter of Bologna made the following petition:

We petition the Master of the Order to constitute a commission of highly competent theologian brothers and sisters of the Order, whose task will be to examine the question of the charism of preaching for men and women of the Order and its relation to ordained ministry, and to advance the theological and ecclesiological dimensions of the question. In addition, other related issues of the priestly and prophetic roles ought to be explored.
  

Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, O.P. established that Commission as Master of the Order to examine the charism of preaching in the Order and the manner in which it is expressed today following the signs of the times. The Report treats preaching under many aspects: history, theology, the signs of the times, ecclesiology, the social context, and the cultural context. There are sections on liturgical preaching, the title to preach, and the report ends with theological concerns, challenges and some recommendations. 

2.2.1 – The Preaching Mandate of the Dominican Order

The Report begins by stating the privileged mandate that the Order possesses for the preaching of the Gospel in the fulfilment of its very nature. It expresses the fact that Dominic founded the Order from the beginning ‘especially for preaching and the salvation of souls’.
 The development that concerned Dominic and Diego at the very beginnings of the Order was the inauthentic spirituality of the Cathars that was seducing the uncatechised Christians of the time. The response of Diego and Dominic was twofold: public disputations with the character of theological debates, and revivalist preaching both within and outside church buildings. The original idea of Dominican preaching was therefore not restricted to normative homiletic within the Eucharistic celebration, but catechetical preaching in any context where adult faith formation could effectively occur. It is evident therefore that this preaching could be fulfilled by men and women with a variety of vocations – priests, brothers, nuns, sisters and laity – all of whom could equally share in a charism of Dominican preaching.

2.2.2  – Dominican Life – a Structure for Preaching

When the Order began, its convents were called ‘Sacred Preachings’,
 and the whole life of the Dominican was designed to foster a ministry rooted in the Word of God. So, the common prayer of the community and the primacy of study were directed towards the preaching ministry. Thus the goal of Dominican life is twofold: divine intimacy and a passion for popular evangelisation.
 The early Friars Preachers were also at the centre of the renewed approach to theology in the Universities, moving from the model of lectio divina to sacra disputatio. From the beginnings, a spirit of mission was evidently present, and this spirit has endured. 

2.2.3 – The Role of Women in an Order of Preachers

From the very beginnings, women have played a significant role in the Order. The first Dominicans were the nuns of Prouille, and one of the greatest Saints of the Order is St Catherine of Siena, Patroness of Europe and Doctor of the Church. St Catherine was a Dominican lay woman. Of her, Pope Paul VI said that she possessed a ‘lucid, profound and inebriating absorption of divine truths’ and a ‘charism of exhortation.
 These qualities made Catherine (a non-ordained Dominican woman) a great preacher.

It is significant therefore to note the importance of women as members of the Order of Preachers in an integral way when they cannot function as priests. This reality, in the eight centuries of the existence of the Order, has not inhibited the effectiveness of female Dominicans active in different capacities in their valiant and passionate preaching of the Gospel. This does not merely apply to women either. Generations of co-operator brothers and lay Dominican men have been equally faithful to the Dominican charism of preaching which they adopted at their profession.

2.2.4 – The Charism of Preaching in Dominican History

The Report highlights three key elements:

1. The Dominican preaching charism is a faithful and compassionate response to an uncatechized (or poorly catechized) world.

2. It is a broad weaving together of words and contexts: study, proclamation, teaching and earnest conversation on the one hand; and books, churches, universities and other social contexts on the other.

3. The charism is also a title for members of the Order – not only ordained, but all members – to participate in the broad structures of a highly diversified apostolic existence. 

2.2.5 – Theological Considerations

The Report turns to the consideration of the theological implications of Dominican preaching, and as such it recognises that the efficacy of our ministry arises from the power of the Word of God. It is the saving Word of God that we preach that brings the grace of salvation. It is also through obedience to that saving Word that our preaching ministry arises. All the General Chapters of the Order since 1977 have stated that preaching is the priority of priorities for our Dominican ministry.

The Report envisaged a more clear development of the theological rationale for our pastoral practice according to the spirit of our preaching charism. This concerns the relationship between the word and the sacraments. It appears that a great deal of the pastoral practice of the Catholic Church today treats preaching as an ‘accidental ornament of a substantially ritual experience (especially at Eucharist).’ However preaching obviously encompasses more than this; it is a theological act for both the preacher and the assembly. The Eucharist arises out of the ministry of the Word, and is shaped by the Word. Those who partake it the celebration give themselves to the Body of Christ through both sacramental life and apostolic witness.

The Report also recognised the clear link between preaching and contemplation that is at the heart of the Dominican vocation. Knowledge of the saving Word of God arises from the experience of God received in anointed silence. A ‘shared praxis’ of study and prayer are essential to the fullness of Dominican life. In this way the Dominican tradition which holds that the community is the subject of the preaching act, is realised in practice. One person addresses the assembly in proclamation and catechesis, but the whole community has lifted up the preacher in dialogue and community support.

2.2.6 – The Signs of the Times

This phrase has seen much usage in the Church in the course of the last fifty years. It refers to the activity of God in the world and the changing events of human history. The Church has a responsibility to examine the signs of the times and interpret them in the light of the Gospel.
 It is an inevitable priority for an Order of Preachers to pa due attention to the signs of the times, so that the preaching ministry will be effective and valid. We must constantly renew our understanding of the preaching mission ‘with due consideration for the conditions of persons, times and places’.

The Report makes several observations of the signs of the times:

· The Church is changing from one directed almost exclusively by Clerics to one in which lay people are playing a more prominent role.

· Areas of the world once vastly populated with priests are experiencing a sharp decline in vocations to the priesthood. Increasingly, lay people are being required to provide leadership in parochial communities. 

· The vast amount of catechetical formation throughout the world falls to lay people, and particularly women.

· There has been a vast increase in the level of theological education among the laity, and among congregations of religious sisters formerly involved almost exclusively in the ministries of teaching and nursing.

· As a result of this, it has emerged that the laity have a particularly important pastoral voice arising from their life experience – being often radically different from the experience of a priest or religious. The laity evidently possess a voice of ‘graced spiritual experience’.

2.2.7 – Ecclesiology

Inevitably, a reflection on the preaching charism must take adequate account of developments in ecclesiology. The theology of the ‘People of God’ imagines a church whose horizons reach outside of itself.
 A major theme of the encyclicals of John Paul II was the missionary church. A living ecclesiology must therefore envisage an apostolic people who can alone close the gap between gospel and culture.

The use of the theological category in persona Christi capitis
 for the presbyter must also take adequate account of the complementarity of the category in persona Christi corporis for all the baptized. We must never over-emphasise the role of the ordained in the mission of preaching. Our membership of the Body of Christ by baptism imposes on us a share in the mission of that body.
 This takes on a specific emphasis in light of a Dominican vocation.

2.2.8 – Social and Cultural Context

The western Church was formed essentially within the context of the Roman, Latin and European cultures, which were all androcentric in nature. This pattern has been changed by our modern, industrialised societies – and for objective and not ideological reasons. This has led to what John XXIII termed the ‘promotion of women’. Two factors seem to be significant here:

· Medical progress means that few women now die in childbirth, and most newborn babies now survive. The biological role of women in the species no longer removes them from social effectiveness. 

· There has been clear injustice based on gender. Previously, the role of wife was also one of servant. The role of women in society is now more important. It is recognised that women have a specialised and invaluable contribution to make, particularly from their feminine experience and social location. As a result, many women now hold positions of leadership in areas such as business, politics, education, science and communications. These sorts of developments are not generally apparent in significant ways within the Church.

As an Order, women have been prominent since our very foundation. We have a specific responsibility in our reflection on preaching to fully appreciate the importance and indispensable role of women in the mission of the Order. Successive General Chapters have made strong statements on the solidarity of the Dominican Family. Walberberg 1980 asked the brethren to form ‘preaching teams’ with the sisters: ‘in this way our preaching will more easily and effectively reach the whole person’.
 The late Damian Byrne emphasised strongly the importance of collaboration within the Dominican Family, ‘not just to help each other, but to make our preaching more effective in people’s lives’.

2.2.9 – Liturgical Preaching

A rather extensive discursive investigation was carried out by the Report into the theological and canonical issues surrounding liturgical preaching. I do not include a summary of that discussion here, as I believe this is suitably addressed in the recommendations made by the Report, which are presented below [2.2.11].

2.2.10 – Challenges for the Order from our shared charism

The Report identified certain challenges which now face the Order:

1. The principal challenge – to own the shared heritage of the charism of preaching given to us by St Dominic, our constitutions, our history, and the essential work and mission of the Order.

2. The affirmation and implementation of the primacy of preaching in the life and ministry of our houses. In what ways do our lives and ministries reflect the primacy of preaching in our lives.

3. The Order is the Dominican Family and the Dominican Family is the Order. This was confirmed by the Manila Dominican Family Convocation of 2000. All the various branches must therefore interweave in a large process of collaboration.

All of us who call ourselves Dominican hold a responsibility to bring this process into existence. The Chapter of Bologna 1998 stated:

The friars do not monopolize the vocation, nor the charism, nor do they hold ‘pride of place’ in the order founded by St Dominic. The mission holds the ‘pride of place’, while every branch realizes this vocation in the manner proper to it. Together, we constitute the Order and together realise its entire mission.

2.2.10 – Recommendations 
The Report made the following recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. 
We recommend that a commission of the Order continue the theological and canonical study necessary to advance the question of liturgical preaching by qualified and gifted non-ordained members of the Order and the Church. Theologically and canonically competent women and men of the Order should pursue the investigations initially explored by this commission (established by the General Chapter of Bologna, 1998) in order to examine in greater depth the points raised in this document and others of a similar nature.  We recommend that these issues should include the following:

· How do we reinterpret what it means to preach “for the salvation of souls” in our present day?

· In what ways is collaborative preaching by women and men, lay and ordained, essential to the Church’s witness to the Gospel?

· How does profession in the Order of Preachers provide a title for preaching as a participation in the essential mission of the Order?  How is this title analogous to the title that pertains to the order of deacon?

· How can the Order of Preachers take more responsibility for the renewal of preaching throughout the Church, aiding diocesan priests and others to accept responsibility for this essential ministry and aiding them in fulfilling it? 

2. 
We recommend that some structure be established to document the many ways that the Dominican friars, nuns, sisters, and laity are already collaborating in the preaching mission of the Order throughout the world.  This collaborative study can identify the theological and pastoral in-sights and questions that are emerging from the experience of the Order, and make recommendations for future collaboration.  In addition to serving as a valuable source of encouragement and challenge for members of the Order, this study can also serve as a resource for the larger Church, which lacks effective structures for collaboration in ministry by women and men, lay and ordained.

 3.  
We recommend that the Order request from the Holy See permission for the ordination to the order of deacon of apostolic Sisters who are charged with preaching and ministries of the word.

2.2: 
Letter from the Assistants for Intellectual Life and Apostolic Life to the Dominican Family on the Dominican Charism of Preaching, 28 May 2003.

A letter was sent to the Dominican Family from the Assistant (Socius) for the Apostolic Life (Fr. Chrys McVey, O.P.) and the Assistant (Socius) for the Intellectual Life (Fr. Wojciech Giertych, O.P.) which is dated 28 May 2003. The letter was entitled ‘The Dominican Charism of Preaching’. Appended to the letter was the Report of the Commission, and the letter sought to open the discussion to the entire Dominican Family throughout the world. This cohered with Providence 435, which recommended the continuation of the study. The letter stated:

We do not see this [i.e. the discussion of the Dominican Charism of Preaching] as a matter for decision in a chapter of the brothers alone but, rather, a concern of the whole Dominican Family. We invite you, therefore, nuns, sisters, brothers, laity, to reflect together on how the charism lives in you. We believe a sharing of experiences among the branches and in the different regions will be very enriching and will help all of us in our lives as Dominican preachers.
  

The letter invited the reader to participate in the reflection and to do this together with all the members of their ‘branch’; each person reflecting and recounting their own personal experience of preaching. The Assistants (Socii) hoped to receive word about the results of this ‘preferably before the end of 2005’, and promised to share the results from Santa Sabina among the regions. The letter envisages an International Symposium on Preaching a few years hence, in which representatives of each branch of the family would come together to reflect on the ‘broad mandate for evangelisation that is our heritage from St Dominic’.
  

At the end of the letter were included topics that might ignite discussion and reflection. These were questions that required some attention in the context of the issue at stake:

· What are some experiences of preaching that you feel would be good to share with other members of the Dominican Family worldwide?

· What do you understand by ‘charism’ and ‘preaching’?

· Why do I/we preach? What do I/we preach about? To whom do I/we listen?

· Are there some themes that you consider to be typically Dominican?

· Can you think of ways we can make our preaching more visibly ‘family’ and collaborative?

· What is the link between ‘Dominican Spirituality’ and a ‘Spirituality of Preaching?’

2.3 – The Process after Krakow 2004.

After the General Chapter of Krakow 2004, the discussion had been focused on two specific questions:

· Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our witness to the Gospel?

· How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as a participation in the essential mission of the Order?

A vast number of responses had already been received, but some areas of the Order had still shown minimal response. The Socius for the Intellectual Life then sent out a second letter to the Dominican Family in 2005 as a reminder for the preaching survey. This letter asked for more focus on the two questions outlined by Krakow.

A vast amount of material was received, and it was proposed that a collation of the material be made and the results discussed by a commission of Dominicans who would report at the General Chapter of Bogotá in 2007. This is the document created at the time of collation in July 2006.

OVERVIEW OF RESPONSES

The vast array of responses received represents the wide apostolate of the Dominican Family. The variety of ministries that are occupied by Dominicans speaks volumes about the kinds of preaching we are engaged in as the Dominican Family. There are responses from every branch of the Order, some more numerous and detailed than others, which show how we are attempting to live out our preaching charism.

Many great and noble reflections were voiced, and the collation of the responses has sought to be representative of all of these. There is both unanimity and dissention among the responses, and these are reflected in the collation reports.

I have organised the information by a series of reports under the headings of the different branches of the Dominican Family:

· Reflections from Contemplative Sisters (Nuns)

· Reflections from the Friars

· Reflections from the Dominican Laity

· Reflections from the Various Congregations of Dominican Sisters

As the reflections of each branch differed slightly, and different issues were important in different areas, I have largely placed the responses under the following headings:

· Why do we preach/ how do we understand our preaching vocation

· What do we preach about

· How do we collaborate/ how would we collaborate/ how would this enhance our mission.

At the end of each collation report, I offer my own conclusions and observations resulting from the vast amount of material I have read in the course of this process.

RESPONSES FROM DOMINICAN CONTEMPLATIVE SISTERS

It is truly right and just that we thank God for the gift of our contemplative sisters! They support us in the path we follow; they participate in a special way in our preaching; they welcome us that we may share the hopes and joys, the grief and anxieties of our itinerant ministry. As Saint Catherine of Siena did, so they encourage us to have no fear, to go forth in the highways and byways to meet those who thirst for God; they compel us to live a passion for Christ and for humanity. 

· Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa, O.P. 

Master of the Order.

Despite being the first branch of the Dominican Family to be founded, the Nuns were not involved in the reflection on the Dominican Charism of Preaching until the 2003 letter of the Assistants for Apostolic and Intellectual Life. The International Commission of Nuns received the letter and the appended Report that was submitted to Providence 2001, and decided that it would be best to involve the monasteries in a discussion process before responding. Since there had been no input from nuns in the 2001 Report, the nuns’ perspective on preaching was missing from the reflection process. The nuns felt that the Order’s reflection process could be greatly enriched by their contributions.

The International Commission of Nuns therefore invited the communities to reflect on the document and the accompanying questions. It was felt that it is only a sharing of our different perceptions and experiences of preaching which will bring us to a fuller understanding of Dominican preaching.

The responses were collated and discussed at a meeting of the International Commission in Rome. Much thought and energy had been invested in the process, and it is encouraging to see that the nuns seem to be of one heart and mind on the matter of preaching. They do not have an identity problem: they are preachers in their own way. If preaching was not a part of their spirituality, then their spirituality would not be Dominican. The following is a list of ways that the nuns believe they use to preach:

· The way they live together.

· The Word proclaimed and celebrated in the Liturgy of the Hours.

· A beautiful liturgy or the sacred space of a church.

· The welcome given in the parlour and the guesthouse.

· Preaching starts with silence and listening – to whom do we listen?

· Preaching to one another in the common life.

· Books, articles, talks and conferences given by nuns.

· Wearing the Habit is a form of preaching.

· The monastery itself gives a prophetic message.

· Praying the Rosary in common.

· Speaking the truth in daily life and showing respect for one another.

· Sharing insights from the reading of scriptures.

· The monasteries are schools of prayer.

· Living in silence is a form of preaching.

Why do we preach?

The following are some of the reasons given by nuns on why they preach:

· We preach because our Lord admonishes us to do so when he said: ‘as the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.’ (Jn 20:21). ‘Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.’ (Mk 16:15).

· Our Dominican life is summarised in the motto of the Order, ‘to contemplate and to give to others the fruits of contemplation’. Our contemplative life begins and ends in the love that is charity.

· We preach because love diffuses itself; it necessarily overflows – cannot be contained within, if it is real love.

What do we preach about?

· The nuns, while commissioned by God primarily for prayers are not for that reason excluded from the ministry of the word. For they listen to the word, celebrate it and keep it in their hearts, and in this way proclaim the Gospel of God by example in their lives.

· We preach what Christ preached – Good News. We transmit the love of God.

· By their unique way of preaching, the nuns show that silence is the root of every word and that there is rhythm in silence and speech, thus giving witness to God’s own self-utterance in Jesus Christ. The word came forth from silence.

· All preaching is ultimately “about” the love and mercy of God and His Kingdom.

The issue of collaboration 

Some ideas on making our preaching more visibly ‘family’ and collaborative:

· The nuns collaborate in the order’s ministry of Justice and Peace by sharing the life of the poor in spirit and in fact, and linking this with the eight beatitudes of the Gospel.

· Minister to one another by giving lectures, retreats, conferences. The nuns minister to their brothers and sisters especially through their prayers. 

· Prayerful support for the brothers and sisters who are in difficult mission or life situations.

· The presence of different branches of the family in a certain place or region can be a visible sign of communion and oneness in our evangelising mission

There is a close link between Dominican Spirituality and the Spirituality of Preaching because the human soul depends upon the sounding and true concept of God and his saving word which is the solid foundation of the interior life. So, both preacher and hearer of the Word must be rooted in prayer and study in order for the word to bear fruit in the soul and in practical life.  

“If Dominic spent a whole night in conversation with the inn-keeper he must have done a lot of listening; and he must have had more to say to him than ‘You’re wrong’.”

 – Liam Walsh, O.P.

Ordination of Women and Liturgical Preaching

Some of the members of the commission of nuns noted that the document focused on the pastoral questions of preaching at Mass and the ordination of women. The nuns of the Order of Preachers do not feel the need for a mandate for liturgical preaching. Ordination is not necessary for their form of preaching. They are committed to their responsibility of being preachers in their own specific way and in supporting the preaching ministries of the other branches of the Dominican Family.

Conclusions and Observations

1. The response from the nuns was full of joy and the spirit of Dominic. It displayed their absolute commitment to their specific vocation, and their dedication in carrying it out.

2. The nuns understand themselves as preachers, and see their ministry as contemplatives as an integral part of the preaching mission of the Order as a whole.

3. The nuns do not have an identity crisis. They are aware of what the Lord has asked from them and are committed to fulfil it in their lives.

RESPONSES FROM THE FRIARS

Regrettably there was little response to the survey from the friars of the Order, which leaves somewhat of a gap in the reflection on the Dominican Charism. However, from the responses that were submitted, we can gain an insight into the feeling of the friars on their identity and charism of preaching. The friars incorporate brothers in two states: brothers who are ordained to the priesthood, and co-operator brothers.

One of the striking aspects of the details that were received from the friars was the nature of their ideas of preaching. There has been much discussion about liturgical preaching, who is permitted to do it, and its place in the Dominican Charism. Dominican priests have been mandated for liturgical and sacramental preaching, both by the Order and by the Bishop of the Diocese in which they reside. However, this is not viewed as the totality of their preaching. The preaching of the friars extends to a whole way of life, and one which can be opened to collaboration with other members of the Dominican Family.

The Ordained Ministry

The Order’s nature as a religious society derives from its mission and its fraternal communion. Since the ministry of the word and of the sacraments of faith is a priestly function, ours is a clerical Order, in whose mission the cooperator brothers too share in many ways, exercising the common priesthood in ways specific to them. The total commitment of the preachers to the proclamation of the Gospel by word and work is shown in the fact that at solemn profession they are united fully and permanently with Christ’s life and mission.

Some thoughts on the ministry of the Dominican Priest:

· Our identity is first and foremost as Dominicans and therefore Preachers. We must be careful not to be merely diocesan priests in white habits. We are bound to the order by profession, which gives us an obligation to live the life envisaged by our constitutions.

· We preach by our lives. If we do not do this, then nothing that we say will be given any value. This was the rationale behind the mendicant tradition – how can we preach the message of Christ and live like royalty? Our preaching comes out of our lives, and so our very lives should be a holy preaching. 

· As Dominican Priests we share in the Office of the Bishop, and so we have a special obligation to prepare and practice good liturgical preaching, linked with our lives and contemplation.

· Our preaching ministry is enhanced by the fact that we are ministers of the sacraments. In the preaching of the Good News, we have the ability to bring people to reconciliation through the Sacrament of Confession. This was a priority of our Holy Father Saint Dominic.

Our Dominican Life

· It is the vision of our Order that our priories should be places of preaching. Therefore our lives should be marked with this reality. We should constantly endeavour to live in the priory with one heart and one mind seeking God. 

· Our houses should be places of silence and assiduous study, directed towards preaching and the salvation of souls. 

· Our houses should be places of welcome and friendship to all, following the spirit of Christ.

· Ralph Waldo Emerson once said: ‘what you are speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you are saying’. This is a good maxim for the preacher.

· If our Dominican Life is not lived with conviction, then our preaching will not be successful.

Collaborative Preaching

· We are not good at collaboration!
· Our profession as Dominicans means that our work of preaching will be much easier and effective if we carry it out in collaboration with other members of the Dominican Family. We cannot do it on our own.
· There are many different things needed for the success of the preaching mission. For example, you can’t have hungry preachers! So the people who cook and clean are collaborators in preaching. Preaching is a team effort.
Conclusions and Observations:

1. It is a great pity that so little response was made by the friars. Their ministry is important to the Dominican Family, and their reflections necessary in the consideration of the Dominican Charism.

2. There is great hope in what has been submitted. There is a love for the Dominican way of life that ensures the continuance of our preaching mission.

3. There is a hope that collaborative preaching would become a reality, and thus enrich our ministry in the present day.

RESPONSES FROM THE DOMINICAN LAITY

The vast majority of the response from the laity came from the United States of America. Therefore it is unfortunate that we do not have a consensus of the Dominican Laity worldwide. Even within the American submissions, the co-ordinators have noted that responses do not come from the broader cross-section of their membership. However, these things being noted, the responses from the Dominican Laity provide a special insight into the Dominican Charism as lived out by this branch of the Dominican Family, and their importance within the structure of our Order. They also raise some interesting issues.

Preaching of the Dominican Laity

· For many decades this has been defined as the modelling of Christian values in one’s life and the dialoguing about Gospel values in conversations within the home, the community and the workplace; especially when decisions and the format of policy depended on social analysis in relation to Christian principles. Preaching became a method for speaking truth when the lives of Lay Dominicans intersected with other people. It has only been very recently that ‘pulpit preaching’ has gained strength as a pursuit for Dominican Laity.

· The Revised Code of Canon Law (1983) gives the prime responsibility for the Ministry of the Word to ordained ministers (Bishops and Priests); only ordained ministers may deliver a homily and proclaim the Gospel. However, taking its direction from Vatican II, the Revised Code recognises the capacity of the laity to preach, and to work in co-operative ways with ordained ministers in the public ministry of the Word of God. Lay preaching should not be seen as in competition with that of the ordained, but rather as a complementary co-facilitation, especially in settings that are useful and appropriate. Several major points that reflect directive from the 1983 Code of Canon Law are:

· The Bishop of the Diocese is responsible for overseeing preaching in his Diocese.

· Laypersons are not permitted to preach a homily (a gospel-based sermon at the Sunday liturgy).

· Laypersons may preach at a Eucharistic liturgy on occasions when it is necessary or useful, but their preaching would not be considered a ‘homily’.

· Laypersons may preach at other specified liturgical celebrations when it is necessary or useful.

· Laypersons must be suitably qualified to preach.

· There is a clear difference of opinion within the Dominican Laity who took part in the present survey. Many do not perceive pulpit preaching as part of their particular calling, while others are of the opinion that this area must be developed. Many feel that a failure to do this results in the under- use of many talented preachers. 

Types of Preaching

Dominican Laity are involved in a wide range of preaching ministries that take many different forms. Below are listed examples of some of their ministries:

· Bible passage reflection.

· Faith/life witnessing.

· Dominican Laity vocation witnessing.

· Christian Prayer/ Liturgy of the Hours Preaching.

· Reflection at a weekday Mass.

· Day of Prayer/ Recollection Preaching.

· Prayer Service/ paraliturgical preaching.

· Retreat preaching

· Funeral eulogy

· Baptismal reflection.

Scripture study is an important element of the formation of Dominican Laity. Therefore, as a result of prayer and study, Dominican Laity called upon to preach often use the means of biblical reflection. This could occur within the context of a weekday Mass, a paraliturgical prayer service, or a scripture reflection within an hour of specified Christian Prayer. 

Barriers to Preaching

Some of the laity who participated in the survey identified certain barriers in regard to their preaching. These things caused difficulties with the Laity living out their Dominican vocation. The following examples were cited:

· Personal fears and discomfort when preaching.

· Priest or Religious who did not want to collaborate with the laity.

· Insufficient personal training or educational background for preaching.

· Lack of preaching opportunities or invitations.

· Lack of personal initiative.

· Lack of shared vision in Diocese and Order.

· Laity struggling with a lay person preaching.

· People who think my preaching is too aggressive and that I should back off.

· Disparaging remarks made by persons.

· Lack of encouragement at chapter.

· Diocesan/ Church Law that can be interpreted strictly to limit lay preaching.

· Personal inertia/ fear of public speaking.

These responses show personal, external, and education-based barriers that face lay Dominicans when they come to preach. Dominican Laity often perceive themselves as unwelcome preachers because of their perceived lack of interest in collaborating with laity on the part of priests and religious, disparaging remarks ventured by friends or the laity-at-large, or interpretations of Canon Law that appear exclusionary. This leads to a consideration of how the laity might collaborate with other Dominicans in preaching.

Preaching in Collaboration

Of the Dominican Laity who participated in the survey, there was an incredibly small number who had experienced collaboration with a Dominican of another branch (14% of the people considered in one submission). Those in leadership had experienced some degree of collaboration through their specific ministries, but in the mainstream it appears that collaboration with the laity for preaching is virtually nonexistent. 

Preaching Beyond the Pulpit

The call to preach can be lived out in many different ways. Even for those who are constantly engaged in ‘formal preaching’, there must be a constant reminder that we must preach always and everywhere. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, ‘What you are speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you are saying’. The best advice for any preacher is that they practice what they preach. The following are examples cited by the Dominican Laity of the forms of ‘life preaching’:

· Good actions, example, how I live my life.

· Verbal witness, encouragement, explanations, faith defence, dialogues about Christian values, spiritual counselling.

· Living the Rule/Life of the Dominican Laity.

· Prayer life, spirituality, study.

· Apostolic participation.

· Facilitating/ participating in bible study groups.

· Offering advice to those in need across the internet.

· Attending/ supporting the preaching of others. 

Response to the Document on the Charism of Preaching 

Included among the submissions from the Laity were reactions to the Report submitted to Providence 2001. Some very interesting points were made.

1. The commission constituted to examine the charism of preaching for the men and women of the order does not include a member of the Dominican Laity. It is felt that lay representation on the commission is important and that the Laity can add a vital dimension to a discussion of issues concerning the Dominican life and charisms. 

2. A portion of the Laity felt that the 2001 document lacks a clear definition of the overall problem, which appears to be twofold: there is a heavy concentration on liturgical preaching, and a resulting lack of understanding of how the Dominican Laity and Religious Sisters are in fact preachers.

Emphasis on Liturgical Preaching

There was a feeling that the document placed too much emphasis on liturgical preaching and does not adequately address the extra-liturgical preaching that is in the spirit of St Dominic himself. The concentration on liturgical preaching appears to give less value to extra-liturgical preaching, especially that performed by the women and men of the laity. The great example of St Dominic to the Albigensians did not occur from a pulpit!

· Perhaps a more clarifying question is necessary: in addition to preaching within a liturgical setting, what are the MOST effective non-liturgical settings for Dominican preaching by the Laity and women?

Some examples of non-liturgical preaching:

· Taking advantage of the opportunities of various circumstances of life to discuss Scripture, to clarify Church teaching, and to be witnesses to the spiritual life in the Church by our example, our ‘grace-spirited experience’ and ‘earnest conversation’.

· Using scripture to evangelise family and friends, which can be very difficult and stressful, and requires a strong grounding in the Gospels. 

· Performing important and influential scripture-based preaching through secular organisations, and as advocates for social justice and human rights issues.

· Participating in ministries such as prison visitation, RCIA and door to door evangelisation, which all require reasonable disputation skills and are successful examples of lay preaching.

· Preaching through the arts.

The Question of the Ordination of Women

The submissions from the laity commented on the recommendation of the Providence Report seeking the ordination of ‘certain religious sisters of the Order’. Members of the Dominican Laity participating in the survey considered the ordination of women to be a general issue, which does not quite belong to a discussion examining the unique characteristics of Dominican preaching or of our Dominican charisms. The laity put forward some more clarifying questions:

Given the regulations of the Church:

· How can we find ways, under Canon Law, to take advantage of the special talents of all members of the Dominican Family in a liturgical setting?

· What are the most effective ways for the laity and women to preach in the liturgical setting?

· Should Canon Law be changed?

Some of the Laity also voiced a concern that Dominican Preaching might become too intellectual, thus limiting Dominican Preaching to the ‘properly’ trained, the ‘properly’ qualified, the ‘highly educated’ and the ‘highly competent’. We cannot forget the role of God’s grace in our preaching, regardless of our talent, training or education. God preaches through all people everywhere – the highly educated and the uneducated; the experienced preacher and the inexperienced lay person. Three questions were proposed for consideration:

· How can we best utilise the talents of all members of the Order to be more effective in the overall Dominican mission to evangelise and save souls?

· How can Dominicans utilise their unique charism to respond more effectively to the challenge of preaching to the world in this period of history?

· How can the laity be best prepared to assist in the preaching mission of the order?

Full of Joy

Many of the Laity commented that along with truth, joy is an essential characteristic of specifically Dominican preaching. As people reaching out to the world of the present day, we meet people in their daily struggles. Aware of God’s grace, our Dominican vocation demands of us that we respond to their human needs with the Word of God, and with great joy.

Conclusions and Observations:

1. Despite the limited response from Dominican Laity, it is clear that the Order has been blessed with lay vocations from people who share completely in our Dominican vision and charism of preaching. They are truly preachers at work in the world.

2. The issue of exclusivity within the Dominican family is evident here. No lay person was part of the Commission that made the Report to Providence 2001. Some of the laity feel undervalued and superfluous to the other branches of the order. This extends even to their denomination as OPL – one submission stated, ‘none of this OPL nonsense, if we are real Dominicans, we are real OPs! With the importance of their mission and the vigour of their commitment, their place in the Order of Preachers ought to be valued immensely.

3. There is minimal evidence of collaboration between the Dominican Laity and other branches of the Order. In addition to this, the proposal for the ordination of women to the Diaconate has done nothing to enhance the importance of the complementarity of the vocation of the Laity.

4. Many members of the Dominican Laity see themselves as preachers who never need to ascend the pulpit. They preach by the virtue of their lives, and not from a position of theological competence or religious superiority. They have much to offer by way of inspiration to their brothers and sisters in the other branches of the Dominican Family.

RESPONSES FROM VARIOUS CONGREGATIONS OF DOMINICAN SISTERS

A great deal of the many congregations of Dominican Sisters throughout the world responded with enthusiasm and zeal to the request for reflection on the charism of preaching. Their responses provided a wealth of information on the kinds of preaching they are engaged in, what they preach, who they preach to and how they live their Dominican charism. The responses are inspiring, and bring some important issues to light.

Principal Themes:

1. What does it mean to be a preacher?

· We preach by our very lives

· Common life is important for our preaching

· Preaching is ‘broad’ – not limited to ‘formal’ preaching.

· A gift to bring the joy of the Word

· Exciting, challenging, thrilling

· Preaching is engendering the hope and freedom that Jesus came to bring.

· Preaching is proclaiming the Good News.

· Preaching is sharing what touches me or moves me in Scripture, sharing how God works in me, and how I see God in others.

· Preaching is naming and witnessing to grace in our lives.

· Preaching is helping others to know that God is the one who is always there for us and enables us to move through life no matter what happens.

· Preaching is speaking and acting honestly in order to build the reign of God.

· Preaching is bringing the message of God’s love to people, especially to those who are not aware that they are loved.

· Preaching is sharing what is in my heart and the fruits of my own prayer.

· Preaching is speaking the truth that I see in such a way that it can be received by those who hear it.

· We must instill hope for a better future. In the middle of hope lies op. In preaching hope, we teach truth. That is the message of Dominic. When people have the truth, they are able to go on to create a better, more positive faith-filled future. We are obligated to preach truth, for from this comes hope, and with hope we are able to create a more positive goal for now and for our future.

· To be a Dominican is to follow in the footsteps of Dominic, and ultimately those of Jesus. We are called to be preachers or announcers of God’s tremendous love for his people. We do this by being compassionate and caring for those who are in most need of his love. This is done in a variety of ways from formal preaching in the pulpit to being on the streets among the poor and homeless and those who have no one to care for them. In this way as Dominicans of Adrian we promote our vision to Seek Truth, Make Peace and Reverence Life.

· Preaching is an intentional process that begins with an experience and culminates in a reflection. The experience, of course, is an encounter with the scriptures. The Word has to seep into one’s heart and spill out into everyday activities. In this way, the process of preaching becomes authentic, truthful and believeable.

· As Saint Francis of Assisi said: ‘Preach always, and sometimes use words’.

· As a gift from the spirit for the common good, the charism of preaching can be exercised in a variety of ways. The purpose of preaching is to communicate God’s word to all peoples and fulfill Jesus’ command to ‘Go teach all nations’. There can be no limits to the creative exercise of this gift.

What does it mean to be an order of preachers in the 21st century?

· Finding God in every reality of our lives

· Meeting the challenges of secular society

· To practice greater collaboration and support each other

· To be a sign of joy and hope in union with Jesus

· Contemplare et contemplata aliis tradere.

· Silencium pater predicatorem.
· To comfort the disturbed and disturb the comforted!

· To face the challenges posed by fundamentalism

· Look for untraditional places of preaching

· Be inclusive … be itinerant … think globally!

What is the Spirit saying to the Dominican Order today?

· Claim power as a worldwide order

· Be people of passion and compassion

· Reclaim our charism … let the preaching continue

· Follow closely the footsteps of Christ and St Dominic

· Go to the places where we are needed most – and don’t forget to be fun-loving!

· We are called to deep faith – be constant in prayer and assiduous in study.

· Trust in the Lord – preach the Good News – practice what we preach.

· Challenge, challenge, challenge!

2.
What do we preach?


· The essence of our lives

· The scriptures

· A specific calling

· Love and compassion

· Listen to everyone – agree or disagree

· We have been given the honour and privilege, and the people are hungry

Several sisters spoke openly about their Dominican Charism and their ministry of preaching:

· I choose to preach because it is the expression of Christ’s Light within me and it is meant by God to be shared and collectively experienced as a Divine Process that heals everyone. I preach about the personal and individual Divine Love that Jesus has for all of us no matter what. I preach hopefully by example. It is a daily lesson of giving and forgiving that I must be willing to commit to.

· I have been to Ellis Island many times with visitors. My very first visit was exciting; however, nothing compares to the thrill experience through the expressions of wonder and awe of my guests […] That experience of bringing guests to Ellis Island in many ways images the way I see the ministry of preaching. The preacher spends time with God’s word and then invites the assembly to enter into that word and be inspired and healed by God’s love in their own way. After finishing writing a homily, whether it is preached or not, doesn’t seem to matter. I have been preached to.

· As I reflect on the charism of preaching in my life I can’t help but remember the many Caldwell Sisters that instructed me through their teaching and example. One that particularly comes to mind is my mother’s sister Mother M. Joseph OP. She was a loving example of what I thought a Dominican should be. […] she was so very kind to me even though she was sick and busy with many responsibilities as President of the College and Prioress of the Community. She never preached with words but I understood and to this day have a love for all that is Dominican.

· (From the Prioress of a Sisters’ Retirement Home): Reading their life history cards helped me envision the reality of the Dominican Charism in their lives. They went where they were called by leadership, the served daily the needs of the people they ministered to, they shared common life and prayer with their Sister companions. When they began to weaken physically and their minds began to fail, they accepted this, too, with a courage, dignity and faith that was rooted in a life of prayer and confidence in God. As the years of their lives were coming to an end they waited in peace and trust till their Lord came for them.

· People who are homeless have often lost not only their house and home, but their identity as well. No one knows them any more, no one wants to know them. They’re invisible. It preaches volumes to a person to simply call her/him by name. That a person is worth being remembered and recognised means so very much.

· Preaching for me is a many-faceted experience. It certainly comes from the pulpit of my life. My experiences of preaching as teacher, counsellor and sister among students and adults have enriched my life and I hope others.

· We all preach in our own way as we move through life. Some do it better than others, some make a lasting and profound impression, others do it for ‘the moment’.

· We PREACH

 and  REACH

            
     EACH person we encounter.

How have you lived the charism of preaching?

· Ministry to the elderly and the sick.

· Teaching and health care

· Good example and giving witness. 

· Prayer, the Eucharist, contemplation, communal living.

· Preaching what we stand for, fighting social injustice, speaking the truth

· Through the ministry of hospitality, faith formation, catechetical preaching and by a simple smile.

· By living out what I am called to be, whoever I am, whatever I do; through the use of my gifts and by being available. 

“I preach in my ministry in everything I do and everything I say. My smile, welcoming handshake, compassionate teaching, and words of encouragement or consolation are all examples of ways I bring to life the scriptures […] As Jesus warmly accepted the Samaritan woman at the well, I know I need to reach out to all people who ask for my help, regardless of nationality, race or religion.”

· Robin Richard, O.P.

3.  What are the specific Dominican characteristics of our preaching?

Some discussion was also devoted to the issue of Dominican characteristics. The following were mentioned. It is realised that other Religious hold these characteristics also, but we hold them with a particularly Dominican flavour:

· Study – not just for the sake of study but to enrich our preaching.

· Unity in diversity – Dominicans cherish this unity in diversity, not only in personalities but in cultures, ministries, communal living, etc.

· Joy – the abiding emotion that has pervaded Dominican mission through the centuries.

· Listening – disputatio! Listening can help to engender common ground.

4.  How can we make our preaching more ‘collaborative’ and ‘family’?

At their 2000 ‘Chapter of Charism and Mission’, the Amityville Congregation said the following about Preaching:

As members of the Order of Preachers we have been entrusted to bring God’s word to others.

We claimed our identity as preachers.

We met the family and decided we would:

· Participate in the greater worldwide Dominican collaboration.

· Reject racism in ourselves, church and society through inner conversion.

· Reject sexism in ourselves, church and society through inner conversion.

· Accept civic responsibility to act on justice issues as they arise.

Some thoughts on making our preaching more visibly ‘family’ and collaborative:

· Adequate attention should be paid to the joint studies in search of truth at universities. Universities were a fruitful place for the early Dominicans, and we certainly still have a place there.

· The various branches of the Order (DSI, Associates, Laity, etc) are gathering strength, providing more opportunities for collaboration. There is ample scope for this in projects related to justice, education, liturgy etc.

· In watching the TV ministers with their weekly slots, is there a way we could enter in on this scene? There is plenty of scope for preaching and collaboration there. In addition, there is much scope yet to be fully developed on the internet.

Types of Preaching Ministry:

The National Dominican HS Preaching Conference 

The preaching weekends attract young people from across the New York region. By the end of 2004, 154 young men and women had been invited to Amityville to encounter the Dominican charism of preaching first hand. This has encouraged the young people to follow the call to be preachers through the way they live their lives with family and friends.

The HS Preaching conference is an annual event that exposes the young people to the Dominican charism of preaching. During the conference, the students hear from many Dominicans who preach the Gospel in a variety of ways. The aim is to demonstrate the different ways that Dominicans gift the Church with their preaching abilities, and to learn how they might use their own abilities to fulfill their own call to preach.

At the closing liturgy each student is commissioned to go forth and preach the ‘good news’ to their fellow students. Each college group presents its action plan for the upcoming school year. This plan is decided upon by the student participants and is a vehicle for bringing what they learned at the conference back to their college campuses. They must continue the ‘Holy Preaching’. So, with a song of joy on their lips and the Dominican spirit firmly planted in their hearts, these young people prepared to leave this conference. In this short period of time they formed community which hopefully will continue after this experience. But wherever they go […] they are now a part of the Dominican Family. 

Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts – Sr. Barbara Schwarz, O.P

Sr Barbara Schwarz O.P. preaches through her artwork. Her work is the fruit of deep contemplation, and seeks to bring hope and comfort to those who encounter them. Much of her work evolves around creation centred themes, but she is also engaged in social justice work. She seeks to develop this ministry through her ‘art and meditation’ workshops. The art work that she has produced for her own congregation helps to focus attention on the Dominican charism.

What you see with your eyes touches your heart. My art work is the fruit of deep contemplation. I have been told that my poetry, cards, calendars, and prints have been a source of healing, comfort and challenge to families, cancer patients and the dying.

This ministry is an example of an innovative means of preaching, one where collaboration can be easily achieved. It is an authentic preaching rooted in prayer, and can speak deeply to the hearts of those who encounter it.

Other Forms of Preaching Ministry:

· Retreat work.

· Prison and hospital ministry.

· Creative preaching – preaching from the pulpit of our lives.

Issues Arising … 

1. Preaching of the non-ordained

There was a great deal of positive outlook upon the issue of preaching for apostolic sisters. Many felt that their ministries were hugely important works of preaching, and felt very confirmed in their calling as Dominican preachers. However, the issue of the exclusion of the non-ordained from liturgical preaching, and therefore the total exclusion of women from liturgical preaching, was strongly felt. The report submitted to Providence 2001 had called for the Order to petition the Holy See on this issue. 

Of particular note is the work of Sr. Sarah Fairbanks O.P., an Associate Professor of Theology at Barry University. She included a detailed survey of her professional academic work on this issue, appended with three articles on the subject:

In collaboration with their pastors, the laity make powerful heralds of the word in and through their community of faith. In the family, married couples and family members bear witness to Christ in word and action for each other.

In other submissions, two significant points on this issue were raised:

1. Our Catholic ecclesiology needs to be in dialogue with theologians within the Church as well as Bishops’ Conferences worldwide. We do not have a corner on the truth, but discover it more fully in dialogue with those who differ in their thinking. We may be able to build a worldwide consensus and ready the Church for its next Council wherein the right to preach that comes from baptism, as well as our charism as an Order, could influence a change in the liturgical practice of preaching. 

2. The theology of the ordained must be expanded to allow for the word to be preached by others, from the pulpit, without the ordained men feeling threatened with loss of role identity. 

This is a strongly felt issue that needs attention. The Order may not have the power to procure a change on this matter, and petitioning of the Holy See appears pointless with regard to the current position of the Holy See on this matter. But perhaps the theological experts of the Order could engage in dialogue on the issue to truly investigate the various theological issues involved. 

2.  The Concept of Dominican Family

‘Once you have met the family, you cannot ignore the relatives!’ 

– Margaret Ormond, O.P.

Being as they are a conglomerate of different congregations, founded at different times and for different reasons by different people, the various congregations of Dominican Sisters are united by one thing – the fact that they are Dominican. This gives these more regionally based groups an international dimension, as they share an identity with a worldwide organisation. The charism of preaching is the chain that unites everyone who calls themselves Dominican.

For the other branches of the Order, this is a firm reality. They are united in leadership by the General Chapter and the Master of the Order. This is not exactly the case for Congregations of Sisters. Only in the recent past, with the advent of organisations such as DSI and DLC, has any form of a broader Dominican identity been attainable. The concept of Dominican Family allows these sisters to belong to the Order in a broad, international sense.

However, there appears to be at times a feeling of exclusion. The congregations of sisters can be made to feel somewhat ‘the poor relation’, not fully a part of the Order or not valued. Care and attention needs to be given to this aspect. While it may be the case that the various congregations are somewhat independent of the Order at large in terms of their own leadership and possess their own traditions, their preaching is invaluable and they are true Dominicans. It would be impossible to exclude their contribution. The concept of the Dominican Family needs to be clearly defined and strongly supported by all its members.

Two questions (or challenges?) from the Sisters: 

1. How will the results of this ‘study’ be communicated?

2. How will members of the commission extend the dialogue about this key issue for Dominicans – and the Church and the world as a whole?

Conclusions and Observations:

1. There is a vast array of preaching apostolates being carried out by Dominican Sisters across the world. Dominican Sisters clearly see themselves as Dominican Preachers.

2. Much of the apostolate carried out by Dominican Sisters is not ‘preaching’ in the traditional sense of ‘pulpit and lectern’. It is a preaching that comes from the ‘pulpit of our lives’ – a witness to the Gospel living in the world.

3. The restrictions on lay preaching in the liturgy and the exclusion of women from the Sacrament of Holy Orders is the cause of hurt and division, and can cause women to feel undervalued by the Church, and a lesser commodity in the Order.

4. There is a feeling among the Sisters that greater efforts must be made on the part of the Friars to engage in collaborative preaching projects. In addition, the mission of many congregations of Dominican Sisters has radically changed in recent decades. Congregations traditionally devoted almost exclusively to teaching and nursing apostolates have adopted new creative ways of preaching in the light of Vatican II. Many of these use individual talents of sisters, and so they take the form of individual preaching apostolates. The Sisters must remember our call to common life and preaching, and also endeavour to collaborate among themselves.

5. The lives of the Apostolic Sisters are dominated by the Dominican Charism. Many of them understand themselves as preachers, and live their lives in the light of this calling.  

RESPONSE TO THE TWO QUESTIONS FROM KRAKOW 111

The General Chapter of Krakow asked that the reflection on the Dominican Charism of Preaching be focused upon two specific questions:

· Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our witness to the Gospel?

· How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as a participation in the essential mission of the Order?

The vast majority of the material received did not directly address these two questions. However, in the course of the reflection, these two issues were inevitably discussed. A small amount of material in direct response to these issues was received, and the content of these I have included in my earlier collations. I now wish to offer from my reading of the responses some points for discussion in relation to these two questions.

1. Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our witness to the Gospel?

· Whether or not it is ‘essential’ to our ministry of preaching, collaboration certainly bears fruit for preaching. We have much to gain and learn from each other. 
· This process of reflection has been a form of ‘collaborative preaching’, in which we have asked, listened and shared with each other. Collaboration demands that we value and respect each other totally. 
· Collaboration in itself is preaching, as we are of one heart and one mind seeking God.
· The old adage comes to mind: ‘united we stand, divided we fall’. If we cannot show unity, how can our preaching be effective? 
· We need to make greater efforts on collaboration. As the Dominican family, we need to work together for the realisation of our Charism and our common goals.
2. How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as a participation in the essential mission of the Order?

· When one is professed in the Order of Preachers, it is absurd to think that one does not have a special commission to preach. As baptised Christians we all have an obligation to evangelise. Dominicans are committed to this in a special way. Not to preach is not to be a Dominican.
· The Dominican Order is a body committed to truth and the preaching of God’s word. Therefore, every person who is admitted to profession in the Order is committed to the Preaching of the Word.
· The call to preach implied by profession demands a commitment to prayer and study, in order that the Word of God may live in our heart and soul.
· There is a necessary obligation through profession to preach by one’s very life. Dominicans must preach by example, by service, by openness to the needs of others, by prayer and contemplation, as well as concern and service for the community.
· We should renew our reflection on the issues raised by the present Master of the Order in his letter on Dominican Itinerancy. When we make profession, we do so into the hands of our superior. We are free of place, we are members of a preaching Order. Our profession demands that we go where we are needed in obedience to our superiors, the needs of the preaching mission, and the furtherment of the obligations imposed on us by Saint Dominic.
· There is an absolute certainty that profession in the Order of Preachers implies a commission to preach, and to participate in the essential mission of the Dominican Order.
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

The process of reflection on the Dominican Charism of Preaching has been a magnanimous task, but one that has provided the order with a great gift. Reflection and sharing helps us to gain a new understanding of our preaching mission and our lives as Dominicans. 

It was out of his passion for preaching that Dominic developed a vision of what the Church is and of what preaching is in that Church. That vision was embodied in the way he brought together men and women, the ordained and the non-ordained, religious and seculars in a comprehensive form of preaching. He worked to give canonical shape to the life of these groups and to their relations with each other. Our nineteenth and early twentieth century desires to make men and women live again that glorious pattern of preaching was to some extent hampered by canon law but, much more importantly, by the predominant ecclesiology of the times. The Second Vatican Council has brought about a renewal of ecclesiology and a corresponding renewal of canon law that should make our task today more manageable. The ecclesiology of Vatican II is a recovery of the very Gospel sources about Church life and organisation that inspired the ecclesiology of Dominic. It is for that reason, and not just because it is of Vatican II, that we should cherish it.

        – Light for the Church (Liam Walsh, O.P.)

It is a time of great change – in the Order, in the Church, in the world. We Dominicans are called to respond to that change, preaching the Word of God that is ‘ever ancient, ever new’. In a world that is cruel, callous, harsh and unforgiving, we are the beacon of hope, joy, love, kindness, gentleness, compassion and peace. We open up a doorway to Christ, a path to eternal fulfilment. Our mission of preaching and the salvation of souls is as necessary today as it was eight centuries ago when a man called Dominic was dreaming in Fanjeaux. 

The following points are some of the main issues that the survey has brought to light:

· Our mission of preaching is much broader than liturgical preaching. Our whole lives need to be directed towards the preaching mission imposed on us by our profession.

· There are many ways to preach the gospel. Dominic was first inspired to found the Order because of ineffective preaching by the clergy, who did not practice in their lives what they proclaimed with their lips. We can preach in everything we say, everything we do, everything we are.

· We are the Dominican family. This has been confirmed and consolidated by various Chapters of the Order. We need to make collaboration among our members a reality. This will give greater identity to our Dominican Charism, and serve to enrich all of us as we share with one another that which unites us.

· Our preaching ministry needs to be given to all peoples across the world. We need to constantly seek ways to broaden our mission so that our preaching goals may be fulfilled.

· We must be radically committed to our Dominican life – prayer, study, community and mission. It is this that gives us the ability to preach, and makes our ministry more effective. 

· We must be aware that our whole lives are our preaching. We must endeavour to live according to the Gospel values which we proclaim.

At this the outset of the third Christian Millenium, we Dominicans are present throughout the world, living out our Preaching Charism. May this process of reflection bring us closer together, bound by the traditions that unite us. May our Holy Father Dominic be our constant inspiration, together with the many men and women down through the centuries, whose Dominican Charism of preaching has brought them to Sainthood. May we also be inspiration to one another, and in this way to the people we encounter. May we be lights of the Church, teachers of truth, roses of patience, preachers of grace. May we be ever faithful to the vision of Dominic.




Fulfil, O Father, what thou hast said,




And help us by thy prayers!

� Bologna 42.


� Bologna 42.


� Providence 435.


� Krakow 108 – 112.


� Bologna 42.


� LCO 1.


� Cf. LCO 100.


� Cf. ST IIa iiae, 188, 6.


� AAS LXII 10, 1970, 673–8. 


� Cf. Matt. 16:3; John XXIII Pacem in Terris §126–29; Gaudium et Spes §4.


� LCO 5.


� Cf. LG 1; GS 1; AA 5 – 8; CL 33 – 36.


� Cf. CCC 1548; LG 10.


� Cf. PO 2.


� Walberberg 77


� D. Byrne, A Pilgrimage of Faith, 106.


� Bologna 34.


� Letter McVey/ Giertych, 28 May 2003.


� Ibid.


� LCO VI (Fundamental Constitution)


� Fairbanks OP, Sarah Ann: ‘Dominicans as Catalysts: The Prophetic Voice of the Laity’ in Listening: Journal of Religion and Culture, Vol. 38:3 (Fall 2003).


� Talk given at the international gathering of the Dominican Family at Prouilhe, 2005. For text see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.800.op.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=7&lang=en" ��http://www.800.op.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=7&lang=en�
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