Challenges of the Holy Preaching

Dear fellow Dominicans,
Greetings from the CODALC team. I represent our coordinator, Hna. Irene Diaz and I am happy to be here, as always.  We continue to thank your for all your support and solidarity that you constantly give to us. Being here among all of you also gives us the encouragement to continue in the struggle to be good preachers of the word in everything that we do.
Since the beginning of CODALC in 1974, the congregations have come together to collaborate on the promotion of the Dominican mission of Preaching through programmes of justice and Peace and now the care of creation, formation, theology and the arts.
We, of Latin America and the Caribbean are never without challenges in our quest of bringing the Holy Preaching to bear fruit. We are constantly faced with the issues throughout each area, of poverty, immigration/migration, subhuman living conditions and oppression, violence, corrupt governments, the Free Trade Agreement, landlessness, human trafficking and the sex trade, drug trade, unfair wages, and a host of ecological issues ranging from pollution of the water to destruction of forests. We are also faced, as Church with the rapid growth of evangelical churches. One just has to imagine it, and we have it, some where in the region. Many of you have communities in various parts of Latin America and the Caribbean, so you are familiar with some of the difficulties that we face. To name just a few, there is the mining situation in Peru, the landless in Brazil, in Colombia as well as the drug trade, aluminum smelter in Trinidad and does the word “WALL” ring a bell???
When I thought of the challenges to the Holy Preaching, I thought to myself, there are so many and yes there are Dominicans, bishops, church and other groups working towards making a difference and yes, they may seem just a drop in the bucket compared to the enormity of the task, but each effort, each drop, is like each snowflake on the branch, which one day, once we are persistently obeying that drive of the Preaching, one snowflake can break a branch.
As I reflect on the challenges of the Holy Preaching I said to my self, the Holy Preaching is not simply a task, it is not simply an action that we do because we are Dominicans, it is just as intrinsically, who we are. To effect holy preaching, I think we should be holy preachers. In many instances, although we may “do” quite a lot, it is noteworthy to realize that our presence, by the joy, encouragement, solidarity accomplishes so much, side by side with our works. Holiness here is not just piety, but a way of being a Preacher, a way of being rooted in our Dominican Charism as we seek to bring “Veritas”.
In some of our regions we may even encounter differing ideologies and theologies especially with the growth of a more conservative church, even Bishops who are for example, Opus Dei, as in the case of Peru.
As a group, CODALC has organized and continues to organize programmes and workshops to meet some of these challenges. The justice and peace commission, especially in conjunction with our brother organization, CIDALC, has held several workshops especially on the migration issue and will hold another in November and the plight of the earth is growing concern. There are workshops to help educate in the theological field as well as in formation. These usually are done throughout the zones, in order to have greater participation. In a very real way, there are preaching workshops, organized for next year – one in Peru in February and the other in March in Honduras. These should equip the participants to make the Holy Preaching as effective as possible. In 2009 there will be the Artists workshop. To meet the challenges of the growing violence and to better enable participants to educate differently, the Education for Peace programmes have been arranged for various countries. 
The challenges are many as we face a broken secularized world, which by the minute grows more and more in need of healing. Our attempts may be small, but we know somewhere they are making a difference, somehow. We know that much more has to be done and that our area is very vast and varied; but no one is an island and no one stands alone and it is only together, with all our gifts and talents, with one intention of proclaiming the Holy Preaching, that anything more will be achieved. 
One of the most valuable frontier challenges is the collaboration of the Dominican Family. This gives a voice to those who are voiceless or are too weary too cry out anymore. Through meaningful collaboration our voice is heard by the right people in the right places so that the liberating word can be truly released. If Dorothy Stang was not an American, her murder would have been just another statistic and that voice would have been lost. So together, we help each other in ways that can make a great deal of difference.
