October 4, 2007
 
Dear Sister Toni and Sisters and Brothers at the Dominican Leadership Conference in Louisville, Kentucky,
 
Drawing inspiration from today's liturgy in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi, dear friend of our father, Dominic, it is with great joy that I send you this brief message, to express my sisterly affection and to assure you of my prayers for a happy outcome to your annual meeting, with the hope that this longed for meeting may realize its desired expectations.
 
The theme which captures your attention - On the Frontiers of the Holy Preaching -, will most certainly lead you into a deeper realization of our responsibility as consecrated women and men to enter into the life and into the evangelization of this world of ours, with its multiple divisions together with the challenges it presents, and to which we must seek resolutions, in the light of the charism of compassion and mercy of Saint Dominic.
 
In this sense, the Fifth General Assembly of DSI held in Rome in May of this year, the participants were strong in their engagement for the defense of life, human rights, peace and the integrity of creation and all aspects of our life.
 
Placing ourselves at the "Frontiers of the Holy Preacing", we, as Dominicans, are firmly convinced that the Word, which is the constitutive and essential element of our identity, is the source of a spirituality from which gushes forth all the dynamism of our contemplative and apostolic life.
 
It is the Word which calls out to us, creates and fashions our lives and our communities and causes us to move from the individual to the community and to the mission.  It also gives us the strength to go from the "I" to the "we".  
 
The Word establishes our identity, strengthens our communion and quickens and accompanies our mission in the Church and in the world as Dominicans of the apostolic life.
 
Before concluding my message, I would like to express my most sincere gratitude for your sisterly contributions to the DSI Solidarity Fund which you send on a yearly basis.  This significant and important aid permits us to realize certain DSI projects and more especially to stretch beyond some, at times insurmountable frontiers, because of the sufferings of our sisters and brothers in many of the countries of the world.
 
Given my new mission in DSI, I hope to participate in your meetings in the future.  Sr. Toni is happy to be with you for this.  I am sure that for her as for you, it will be a rewarding experience.
 
I send you my warmest wishes and remain united with you in Dominic, with the sentiment that the distance which separates us is the stronger bond that binds us together.
 
sr. Maria Fabiola Velasquez Maya, OP
