ICC – Advent – December 2007

Title:
Advent Prayer, Study and Action on behalf of Iraqi Refugees

Introduction:  The North American Dominican Coordinating Committee on Iraq 

   invites members of the Order and friends to use the Season of    
   Advent as a time of contemplation and action on behalf of our   

family in Iraq, especially those who are among the refugees and    

internally displaced peoples.

Scripture:
The people who walked through a great terror have seen new hope; on the inhabitants of a country the deathly shadow is transformed into life.  [adapted from Isaiah 9:1]
Reflection: 
   For the refugee the struggle to hope in the midst of trauma is   

   beyond comprehension for many of us in the US.   The list of  

   ‘what ifs’ stretches out beyond the horizon of tomorrow.  Death
   seems much more real than living.  Like the movement of a 

   butterfly’s wings that can change the weather miles away, our 
   actions here may just cause the winds of despair to be 
   transformed into real change in others lives.
Prayer:
   We pray this prayer through the eyes of refugees:

   
Prayer of Protection (by Margaret McNulty/CAFOD - adapted)

Terror is at our heels.
Anxiety, uncertainty, vulnerability
Lie ahead.
We have fled to freedom.
And yet…
Our hearts are aching. 

Response:  Incarnate Word, bring us Peace.
Far from home.
Longing for the familiar.
A touch, a smile, a hug, a kind word.
Yearning to return.
And yet…
We must go forwards. 

Response:  Incarnate Word, bring us Peace.
Memories and dreams
Grief and hope
Death and new life
What might have been
What could be.
And yet…
Throughout
Remains
Your constant love. 

Response:  Incarnate Word, bring us Peace.


(source:  www.cafod.org.uk )

Study:

During March 2007, the North American Dominican Coordinating Committee on Iraq (ICC) issued an updated statement on the current situation for the Iraqi people as did our Dominican presence at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva.  Also in July 2007, a delegation from the United State Conference of Catholic Bishops visited the countries in the Middle East who are hosting substantial numbers of Iraqi refugees.

These two quotes are taken from the Dominican documents:


From ICC document:

We urge the Administration and Congress to recognize that the Iraqi refugee situation, precipitated by the US invasion, has added to the destabilization of the entire region.  Approximately 2 million Iraqis have fled their country since the inception of war in 2003.  Neighboring countries such as Syria, Jordan and Turkey bear the burden of receiving newly displaced Iraqi citizens. It is estimated that inside Iraq, there are 1.8 million internally displaced people (IDPs). We believe that the US government has a moral responsibility to acknowledge this crisis and create responsible immigration policies that offer opportunities for shelter and safety to innocent Iraqi citizens.  

(Read the whole document at: http://www.domlife.org/Justice/Iraq/ICCStatement_March2007.html )

Recommendations in the Geneva document includes:  

-western countries open their doors to the Iraqis as they seek safety and security for their families including the United States, Great Britain and the Allied Nations who are currently in Iraq.

(Read the whole document at: http://www.domlife.org/2007Stories/Iraq_Refugees_UNstatement.pdf )

From US Bishops’ Middle East delegation report:
What will happen to the Iraqi refugees, most of whom are now in a desperate state? For refugees anywhere, there are only three possible solutions. The preferred outcome is that they return home, but for Iraqis that is not possible now and, for many, may never be. The second solution for refugees is that they be allowed to settle permanently in the country where they have taken asylum, but that is not acceptable under current circumstances in any of the host countries. Finally, a refugee may be resettled in a third country.
The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is working at full tilt to present refugees in the most extreme need to resettlement countries for interviews, and the resettlement process has finally started. The United States is gearing up to do its part, but progress is slow and the numbers

discussed so far are very small relative to the need. Although the refugees accommodated abroad can never amount to more than a fraction of those who have fled, the capacity of the United States, Canada, Australia, and other resettlement countries is far from being utilized. 
This leaves the world community with the task of assisting the countries the delegation visited, plus Egypt, another host nation, to care for the Iraqis now on their soil. So far that assistance has been badly inadequate.
[Source:  
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Migration & Refugees Services]
Actions:


+
Wear “I have Family in Iraq” button during the Advent Season.

+
Engage others in conversations about the situation for Iraqi refugees and the Christians living in Iraq.

+
Write or Call your congresspersons regarding the United States commitment to admit Iraqi refugees and the current situation for the Christian minority in Iraq.


Prepared by:  Roberta Popara, O.P. (Sinsinawa)

On behalf of The North American Dominican Coordinating   

Committee on Iraq
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