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Dear Leadership Team and Justice Promoter,

“Recreate us, so that we might faithfully and joyfully proclaim the gospel of peace!” Inspired by this intention in the Jubilee Prayer for the Dominican Family as we commemorate 800 years, and the witness and moral conviction of the three Grand Rapids Dominicans, Sisters Carol Gilbert, Ardeth Platte and Jackie Hudson, we are inviting your congregation to a specific peace-justice focus during 2006-2007. 

At the 2005 Federation of Dominican Sisters USA Convocation in Chicago, a group of interested sisters wanted to honor Jackie, Ardeth and Carol. After discussion they felt one of the most appropriate ways 
was to join in their struggle. The small group or working committee reached a decision and committed themselves to propose to the congregations a corporate stance against nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction. The Federation congregations would be encouraged to accept this corporate stance before our next Federation Convocation in 2008. 

Enclosed in this packet is a variety of materials for your study and conversation, as well as the corporate stance proposal against the manufacturing and use of nuclear weapons. We encourage you to involve your membership as soon as possible. In this way you will have adequate time for study and discussion before you take a vote on the corporate stance. We also strongly suggest that you purchase the video “Conviction,” an excellent documentary of the Grand Rapids Sisters. Information for purchasing the video is enclosed. 

Our hope is that by January 2008, we, as a Federation, will be able to proclaim a Corporate Stance 
against Nuclear Weapons. If this happens, during the April 2008 Dominican Federation Conference, 
we will celebrate our collaborative corporate stance, and formally honor Carol, Ardeth and Jackie for 
their actions and moral convictions. 

In advance we thank you for your leadership as official Federation Representatives. If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact one of the committee members. May we work together 
in proclaiming the gospel of justice and peace.

Ceil Roeger, OP          
ceilop@aol.com  
 Houston

Jeanine Halloran, OP     
jhalcol@aol.com  
Columbus 
Mary Pat Dewey, OP        
mpdewey@adriandominicans.org  
Adrian 
Teri Wall, OP                    
teriop@msn.com  
Great Bend 
Francine Schwarzenberger, OP
francineop@msn.com   
Great Bend 

Patricia Bruno, OP           
purple115@juno.com    
San Rafael 

Kathy Long, OP               
kathlong1@juno.com    
Sinsinawa 

Durstyne Farnan, OP       
dfarnan@adriandominicans.org   
Adrian 
The Federation of Dominican Sisters U.S.A.

Proposed Corporate Stance on Nuclear Disarmament
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RATIONALE:

As women religious, the Dominican Sisters of name of congregation, believe all life including Earth itself to be sacred and we stand witness to the triumph of life over death, love over hatred and hope over fear. Humanity has lived in the shadow of nuclear weapons for too long. Land itself has been desecrated by nuclear testing and dropping of bombs. Nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction continue to pose a threat to all life. 

We believe that our country cannot rightly seek to halt the spread of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction while at the same time maintaining our current stockpile of weapons and developing new weapons capabilities.

We stand with scientists and military leaders who believe that eliminating nuclear weapons will make our country and world safer. The first step in making our world safer is to develop a detailed plan to lock down, reduce, and eliminate nuclear and all weapons of mass destruction.

CORPORATE POSITION:

The Dominican Sisters of name of congregation, therefore, call upon the United States government to lead the way for the global abolition of nuclear and all weapons of mass destruction by adopting a plan to lock down, reduce, and eliminate nuclear and all weapons of mass destruction. We call for immediate development, adoption and implementation of a plan that will ensure that there will be no new nuclear weapons, no new materials for nuclear weapons, and no testing of nuclear weapons. We will work will all people of goodwill until there is no chance that a nuclear weapon or other weapon of mass destruction can come into the hands of anyone wishing to do harm.

NB 

1. Initially, each congregation will insert its name and when enough have adopted the position, 
The Federation of Dominican Sisters U.S.A. would be inserted as the Federation stance. 

2. An attachment of each of the congregations adopting this or a similar stance would be listed.

June 19, 2006
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O.P.

Order of Preachers

Dominicans

Dominican Preachers —


Itinerants, Mendicants, Beggars.

Dominican Preachers


We preach where we stand —


War zones, inner cities, countries made poor,


Refugee centers, gun shows, air shows,


Stock-holder meetings, military bases,


Nuclear weapons sites, executions, courts, jails, prisons,


Places of power.

Dominican Preachers


Speaking Truth



Not with words but with actions —



Vigils, demonstrations, boycott



Non-violent civil resistance,



Recycle, live simply, plant gardens,



Live in community,



Beat swords into plowshares.

Preachers

Dominican Preachers


We contemplate. We remember.


We preach with our lives.


We create a culture of peace.


We risk all in faith.

Carol Gilbert, OP

Kent County Detention Center

Chestertown, Maryland

Lent, 1999

Nonviolent Resistance Actions and Consequences

of three Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA:

Ardeth Platte, OP, Carol Gilbert OP, Jacqueline Hudson, OP
October 6, 2002  --   ACTION and ARREST at military base in Weld County, Colorado.

They entered the base, surrounded a 350-kiloton Minuteman Three Nuclear Missile Silo in Weld County, Colorado, painted crosses with their own blood on the cement nuclear missile cover. Then they hammered the silo and tracks and prayed. The Sisters were surrounded by the military, arrested by the Sheriff of Weld County, jailed and charged with a felony trespass.

.

October 16, 2002  --  State of Colorado dropped the charges. The FBI picked the Sisters up from jail, took them to federal court and charged them with depredation of government property. (The consequence could be 10 years in federal prison and a fine of $250,000.) They were held in the county jail.

October 24, 2002  --  They returned to court and were charged with sabotage. (The consequence could be 20 years in prison and a fine of $250,000.) They continued to be held in county jail.

April, 2003  --  TRIAL in Denver, Colorado. They were convicted of injuring, interfering and obstructing the national defense (sabotage) and damaging federal property.

July 25, 2003  --  SENTENCING at Denver Federal Courthouse. Statements were made by each sister outside the federal building prior to sentencing.

Sentences: 
Jackie Hudson, OP
30 months


Carol Gilbert, OP
33 months


Ardeth Platte, OP
41 months

Different sentencing is due to prior activities and record of arrests.

They must pay $3,080 in restitution and serve three years of supervised probation.

Sisters were held in the county jail until the Bureau of Prisons assigns them to federal prisons.

JAIL/ PRISON TIME

Initial seven months together in Clear Creek County Jail, Colorado, awaiting trial and sentencing.

Later federal prisons, each separately:

Jackie: Victorville Federal Prison Camp, California

Ardeth: Danbury Federal Prison Camp, Connecticut

Carol: Alderson Federal Prison Camp, West Virginia

April 30, 2004 APPEAL filed by lawyers. 
March 17, 2005 APPEAL denied.

RELEASE from prison, begin three years Probation

March 4, 2005  
Jackie Hudson, OP

May 23, 2005 
Carol Gilbert, OP

December 22, 2005 Ardeth Platte, OP


For more reading, see www.jonahhouse.org and click on Sacred Earth and Space Plowshares; Ground Zero:  http://www.gzcenter.org/ and see Jackie Hudson Updates.

Ardeth Platte OP, Excerpts from Court statement, Denver, Colorado, April 2003

I am Sister Ardeth Platte, and to begin with, I want to give gratitude to God for our being able to be present here with you. I give gratitude to you who are seated in this jury. The task before you, I know, is very difficult, and I know the grace of God will be with you … I want to forgive the prosecutor for some things, one is when he talks about us as “allegedly” being sisters … Also, I want to give thanks to our international community and our religious community because of their strength in understanding what we have done all our lives, and that is to study the gospel. We are students of the gospel. We are believers in non-violence. We are believers in truth force. We are believers in love force, and we are believers in soul force, so that’s the unit with which we come in our communities. We have formed consciences. We are working every day on understanding what is moral and what is immoral. We are trying to be open to the leading of the holy spirit, the spirit of God …

We also are citizens of the United States. And we consider democracy very important; in other words, we are persons who will seriously study what is going on in this country, what we are doing as a nation. And we will try to stop crime, we will try to uphold the laws that are also God’s laws. So, for more than a year we learned of the planning and the preparation and the threatening of mass murder, of extermination, by the use of nuclear weapons. We heard it, we read it in the paper, we would hear it on television, and we heard that there was a targeting of the people of Iraq …
We read the bulletin of atomic scientists where William Argon explains the threats. He opened up and revealed that actually there was a team that was supposed to sit down and plan the use of nuclear weapons. We know all nuclear weapons systems, we have studied them, we know what they do. Over the years, the many years, we understood them, and then we got this wonderful book from Francis Boyle, The Criminality of Nuclear Deterrence. We began to ask these questions when we studied and prayed: Are the United States’ nuclear weapons good? And all the other nations’ nuclear weapons bad? Is our security under threats of nuclear weapons evil? And the security from our threats over Iraq good? Is it right for the United States to kill massively and destroy a country, its people and its environment with weapons of mass destruction, big bombs, little bombs? Is it wrong for anyone to use force against us? To destroy our  nuclear weapons systems or our threats? … Now, we know it’s essential for the United States to assume responsibility to uphold our agreements. When we make agreements, we have a responsibility to uphold them. And for all of us gathered here as educated people, to assure that we do. That’s part of democracy. With the war pending and axis of evil nations target, with Iraq demonized, at least its leader demonized, we had to do something. So this is what we did …
Now, you heard other people’s explanation of what we did, but this is exactly what we did. We came to Colorado because here exists the kill chain. That’s terminology used by the military. The kill chain from outer space, the use of satellites, the use of the ground receivers, the use of land, sea, and air weapons systems … The kill chain. And you know it from – you all know this because you live here and you know Schriever Air Force Base, you know Peterson Air Force base, Cheyenne Mountain, you know Buckley; those are all connected, and then the Minuteman silos, 49 of them … We intended to come here to do a legal action, and we felt it was our duty as citizens of the United States to stop the crime. We wanted to understand it as a crime scene … Now, we went there to inspect, to expose and to do a symbolic disarmament. Every movement of our body was a liturgy. We processed. We cut the little link in the  farmer’s field fence. We did not want to injure the farmer in any way. We did not touch the lock that still had the combination on. All they had to do was hook the chain back together … Then we went to the next gate and did the same thing. There was a small link; we cut it. That lock was left intact. All they had to do was put it on the next link and not even do the next chain. So our lawyer is a little bit wrong there. All they had to do was put it on the next one. On the back of our mop-up suits we had written "CWIT, Citizens Weapons Inspections Team." On the front we had "Disarmament Specialist" … 
We went to N-8. The reason we chose it out of the 49 is because it was up on a hill. Here is highway 14. Here is  highway 113, and it was up — we were exposed to the public. We could see the cars coming in, we could see the cars from  both directions … So we went in at 7:35 in the morning. And finally we were arrested at 8:50. Now, I don’t call that extreme security. Our banner said “Sacred Earth and Space  Plowshares.” That was the theme of our prayer.. We had our names on our statement: Ardeth Platte, Ann Montgomery, Jackie Hudson , Carol Gilbert  … We had a short bibliography, we had a short statement about what we believe about God. We inspected the site. We poured out our blood in the form of a cross on a six-foot cement lid on 110 tons of concrete …On the side of the concrete lid, we did three more crosses, and on each of the three tracks we did a cross, and what is so important in that is the tracks  reminded us of Germany and the people going into the ovens, and we thought to ourselves, God forbid that this cover ever be launched off this site, that this nuclear weapon of mass extinction, extermination, would ever be used. And yet we realized it’s all but being talked about that these will be used …

And it’s just like the inspection in Iraq that we did for all to see, to tell every military person that came into our presence, to tell them that it is a crime to threaten to use it. Ever to use it. That it has been declared an illegal weapon of mass destruction … And in this ritual we recall Jesus carrying the cross  and pouring out his blood rather than ever taking anyone’s life. When he said, "Peter, put away your sword,” and the crosses reminded us of every man, woman and child, soldier, civilian, baby, old people, men, women, who have been killed, hundreds of  millions, a hundred million plus over this century. Going into a new century, saying this is not the way of our faith. We remember the millions killed in the past, present and the wars possibly that were going to come … Now the Minuteman III N-8 was targeted and ready in the plan to be used. Now it’s very difficult for those of us who believe in government and law and everything to ever consider that the government would ever do anything illegal. That they would ever do anything of a criminal act. But to mass murder men, women and children is just that … we took household hammers as the next act. We each had a hammer, and we symbolically disarmed the site, hammering on the silo cover, on the tracks, and during that time we prayed aloud, “We shall hammer swords into plowshares, spears into pruning hooks, nations shall not take swords up against other nations nor shall they kill anymore.”… These household hammers are dismantling tools. They are symbolic for elimination of the illegal and criminal instruments that cause mass murder, that cause children to be burned into shadows on stones. These weapons devastate, tear apart all that’s been the labor of the years of the people in the countries where we use them. And they blind, deafen, maim, and we have read the testimony. We read it together, of the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. We know, we went. 

Well, this is very important. We felt we had to stop the extermination. We had to sound like a loud alarm, and we had to abide by the laws and the reasonable non-violence action … We processed towards the fence and opened it up. We opened up the crime scene, the illegal site to the total public in a measured way. We were extremely careful, allowing the exposure and the weapons experts that were going to come in then to complete the disarmament task. That’s what we were going to encourage them to do. That we were the inspectors. We were the team that went in. We exposed it. We symbolically  disarmed it, and now we are pleading the cause of our government to abide by the non-proliferation treaty …
All of us really must make it happen. God’s laws are clear. And in the surrounding body of laws regarding nuclear weapons, they must be dismantled. We, as a nation, have committed to doing so. This is the law …

There are many times when we are tempted to put on sack cloth and sit in ashes as a symbol of our own repentance for not doing enough. We want to bring about a lasting peace. We want to see justice, a banning of war, total disarmament, all over the world. We want the people in this world to live … 

Jackie Hudson, OP, Excerpts from Statement in front of the Federal Courthouse,
Denver, Colorado, awaiting sentencing, July 25, 2003

Well, today is the day. It holds many unknowns as it regards the judgments/decisions of Judge Blackburn. 

Yet it holds many known’s … the continued presence of nuclear weapons — the latest figures list the U.S. ownership at 10,455 … a president in office who has stated publicly that he would use these weapons — in violation of multiple treaties, charters, conventions and protocols … a national budget that would allow these weapons of mass extermination to be multiplied and present ones upgraded … millions of people worldwide who do not have sufficient food, shelter, education and health care who lead lives of survival … U.S. cities legislating against the homeless … a country where 1 in every 32 of its adults is in prison, on parole or probation, basically a warehousing of its poor, and we three are threatened that we will raise the numbers of incarcerated today — for 6, 7 and 8 years. 

In speaking around the country people often asked, “How can the U.S. court system prosecute and manipulate a jury, to find the three of us guilty of a crime we never committed and that the prosecution states he is not charging us?" We truthfully testified on the stand during the trial exactly what we did at Minuteman III missile silo site labeled N - 8. 
We went to that specific silo to Inspect, Expose and Symbolically Disarm one of our 10,455 nuclear weapons and to declare it a crime scene. We went to this site to uphold the law of the United States of America as stated in the U.S. Constitution, Article 6, section 2 which states that any and all treaties signed by the U.S. government become the supreme law of the land, superseding any and all local, state or national laws. 
We went to the silo site because of a burden of knowledge. We have studied the various treaties declaring the threat to use or the use of nuclear weapons as illegal. I refer today to the Nuremburg Principles and the Tokyo Tribunal which our government was principally responsible for writing after WW II. They declare that: "Individuals have international duties which transcend the national obligations of obedience….Therefore [individual citizens] have the duty to violate domestic laws to prevent crimes against peace and humanity from occurring" - Nuremberg War Crime Tribunal, 1950 
We brought the evidence to prove that our action was legal. Two eminent International Law Professors testified on the stand at our motions hearing that what we had done was legal and that we should be released from our jail cells in Clear Creek County. 
Judge Blackburn has been given ample opportunities including a post-trial motion to acquit us of both charges and has refused to do so to this point. What he will do this morning….who knows???  We will enter the courtroom in silence praying for Peace on this Earth and silently repeating our mantra: "O God teach us how to be peacemakers in a hostile world." 
We are living in a period of History which will see a BAN ON WAR FOREVER….What gives me such hope? Earth's inhabitants have come to realize the barbarity of war as it is waged today. Millions in the streets of the planet stated this loudly and strongly prior to the U.S. invasion of Iraq. Leadership will have to begin to listen … and as the quote says . … "at some point governments will get out of the way and let the people have peace, a just economic system and an equally just judicial system." 
The hope of the world rests on each of our shoulders….I promise to do my share….How about you?!?!? 

Carol Gilbert OP, Excerpts from Statement in front of the Federal Courthouse,
Denver Co, awaiting sentencing, July 25, 2003

It seems that today a few words are necessary. For the past ten months we have tried to cooperate with these courts. We have been asking since day one - what are the charges? What is Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 2155, if not sabotage? We are not saboteurs. 
Today, we ask no more questions. We know something is very wrong with a system that can incarcerate us for years in prison for inspecting, exposing and symbolically disarming America's Weapons of Mass Destruction. …

Judge Blackburn needs no more words from us. Judge Blackburn needs no character witnesses this morning. What Judge Blackburn needs is to listen to his God. He needs to heed these words from one of my church's social justice documents, Guadium et Spes. # 16. 
Deep within their consciences men and women discover a law which they have not laid upon themselves and which they must obey. Its voice, ever calling them to love and to do what is good and to avoid evil, tells them inwardly at the right moment: do this, shun that. For they have in their hearts a law inscribed by God. Their dignity rests, in observing the law, and by it they will be judged. Their conscience is people's most secret core and their sanctuary. There they are alone with God whose voice echoes in their depths….

Judge Blackburn and the prosecutor need to reflect on the story in the Acts of the Apostles of Gamaliel - Chapter 5 vv. 17-42. Gamaliel was a Pharisee, a member of the Council, and a teacher of the Law. He was highly respected by all the people. As Peter and the other apostles were taken to the Council and the high priest, Gamaliel cautioned the council not to take any action against the men. He said, "if what they have planned and done is of human origin it will disappear, but if it comes from God, you cannot possibly defeat them." 
Someday history will prove what we did on the early morning of October 6, 2002 - inspecting, exposing and symbolically disarming a Minuteman 111, a weapon of mass destruction was legal. Until that day I will continue being led where I would rather not go. I will continue to resist with every fiber of my being so that not one child will ever ask, "Why were you complicit?" 
Lastly, a few words about fear. I don't fear going to prison. I don't fear loss of freedom to move about. I don't even fear death. The fear that fills me is not having lived hard enough, deep enough and sweet enough with whatever gifts God has given me. 
The demons are banished by light and like the prophet Micah, this is what God asks of us, only this - " To act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with our God." 
There is a story told of Daniel Berrigan, Jesuit priest, prophet and friend that he was once asked to give the commencement address at a prestigious university. He stood up, walked to the podium and said, "Know where you stand and stand there" and then he sat down. My friends "know where you stand and stand there." 

Letters from Prison, 3 Dominican Sisters, 2003-2005  

For more reading see www.jonahhouse.org, click Sacred Earth and Space Plowshares; Ground Zero: http://www.gzcenter.org/  see Jackie Hudson Updates.

1) Ardeth  #1: On each trek from place to place we are stripped, frisked, patted down, given new sets of clothing and then shackled on our legs, chained around the waist onto handcuffs on each arm.  You can imagine how Scripture comes alive for us…. So ten weeks after sentencing I am settled in, have received all that I need in basic necessities.  We have had orientation as the newest group.  My assigned duty is food service.  Visiting is strict and approval takes a long time.  … Let us praise God together for experiences, both harsh and joyful, for the grace to rise above the fray, for the mystical moments in the listening, weeping and praying moments.  God fill the vacuum and longing I have to return to my communities as a more giving and loving person.
2) Carol 9/03: Mine was a typical county jail with no outside, few books and lots of ministry to a 32 plus cellblock. My reflections were two-fold: 1) Trying to let go of chronological time and enter into Kairos time, God's time, the Eternal Now; 2) Reflecting on the relationship of the word to "wait" and its root "to watch." What does it mean to watch these days? …  On September 3 the three of us were reunited for too brief a time. The Marshal's told us it had not been their intent to separate us but orders came from higher up! We spent the night in Pueblo County, CO, 64 women with one sink and two toilets, black and white stripes for uniforms.  Then we left early in the morning on Planet Airways for Oklahoma City. Every time we landed, the plane was surrounded by armed guards.  We three sat together and had ten precious hours on the plane, shackled and chained. We arrived tired, hungry and thirsty as we waited hours of processing. We got to our cells about 11:30 p.m…. September 8 was my 38th year in religious life and I was remembering my nametags in the clothes as the prison was giving me old army surplus clothes with my name and number in them. How little has changed!
      I served four months at Alderson in late 1986 early 1987 when it was still a prison. Today, it is called a Federal Prison Camp and holds over 1,000 women. I was welcomed by two-SOA folks, friend Becky Johnson and Vera Brown. Becky and Vera have been angels in the night and day. With deepest love, Carol

3) Jackie  9/03: The larger number of women are in a huge room divided into cubicles for two, 8 cement blocks high. The bathroom/shower room is off this area. There are 4 TV rooms along the hall leading to our open room…. 1 for sports and news, 1 for movies, 1 for Spanish language TV and 1 for general  TV. There are NO CHAIRS, however, and we are not allowed to sit on the floor!!! But each cubicle has A chair assigned. This same set up is duplicated in the “South Unit”… all connected but never the twain shall meet! … The warm welcome of the women has been overwhelming. Susan Crane’s friend Alix, from Dublin, is here as is Judy Birnbaum from the SOA. We met at supper the first night. Blanca, from Clear Creek, is here also. Several of the women have come up and mentioned seeing articles about our action. We were “dressed out”  5 of everything-uniforms, t-shirts, bras, pants, socks plus 1 pair of steel - toed boots for work. 

4) Carol 1/04: If my mail was any indication of Peace it has broken out around the world. I received over 400 letters in the 2 weeks before Christmas. The Monday after Christmas brought 100 letters. I am both overwhelmed and humbled. This is the hardest time of year for most women…. This time of year we hear a lot about resolutions. ‘Resolution’ comes from the Latin –‘ to resolve, the act of solving.’ You know the typical ones like dieting, and trying to stop smoking for better health. 
A friend sent me these U.N. resolutions that bear repeating.
On December 8, 2003 the United Nations General Assembly voted:

1. Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (The U.S. cast the only no vote. It was adopted 173 to 1 with 4 abstentions.)
2. Compliance with the 2000 Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty sponsored by Japan. (The U.S. and India were the only countries to vote no. It was adopted 164 to 2 with 14 abstentions.)
3. New agenda for a nuclear weapon free world sponsored by Brazil, Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand, Sweden and South Africa. (The U.S., India, France, Israel, Pakistan and the UK voted no. It was adopted by a vote of 128 to 6 with 41 abstentions.)
4. Vote on Paragraph One of the Resolution on follow-up to the 1996 opinion of the International Court of Justice. This resolution underlines the Court's unanimous conclusion that there is an obligation of nuclear disarmament. (The U.S., France, Israel, Russia voted no. It was approved 165 to 4 with 3 abstentions.)

5) Jackie 9/04: The present moment presents its own demands as I struggle to deal with my own inner violence. The opportunity to grow in nonviolence presents itself daily in the person of the most abusive guard I've ever encountered. … But this is all so minor when we consider Iraq , Afghanistan , Sudan , Haiti , etc, etc. and the overall effect of US empire building and domination of land, air, sea and space…. In fewer words, if you want to be truly Christian , a follower of Christ ,  " you had better look good on wood"  (a quote I heard from Phil Berrigan .) To what degree are we willing to place ourselves in Harms way to achieve peace? What next step are we willing to take as violence surrounds us on so many fronts?

6) Ardeth 2/05: One of the cards I received listed the gifts of the feminine: giving, receiving, enhancing, loving, unifying, listening, nourishing, attuning, companioning, affirming, caring, connecting, giving life, supporting, healing, gathering, encouraging, including, seeing the whole, partnering, comforting, freeing, gentling, peacemaking, being with, sharing. These reflect a journey of counter-cultural living sufficient to crumble the empire and shake the foundations of every institution of domination and patriarchy. I would add truth-telling, studying and resisting to the list above to be faithful to my Dominican calling and Jonah House lived reality. …We are all ordinary people on this journey. There are no heroes or especially courageous travelers among us. We recognize that fasting and prayer strengthen the body and spirit, but it is God above who takes the brunt of the burdens and who lessens the loads on the way.

7) Ardeth 8/05: I also finished a printout of “Fascism Anyone?” Free Inquiry regarding 14 characteristics of Fascism (a 2003 writing) by Dr. Lawrence Britt, who records the common elements he concludes in his study of former fascist regimes… So when I read Dr. Britt's analysis of fascism I asked the question, “Is this being practiced in my country?” “Are we guilty of empire building and allowing a fascist regime?”… (summaries)  1) persuade people to accept the use of tactics such as torture, summary executions, assassinations, long incarcerations, etc., ignoring human rights. 2) rally the people to eliminate a perceived common threat, foe, terrorist, enemy. 3) build up the military continually, giving disproportionate government funding to it while neglecting domestic needs. Military service is glorified…. 

DOMINICAN SISTER SAYS TIME IN PRISON WAS SACRED

USA - This is the day, the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice, let us be glad, a buoyant Ardeth Platte sang as she danced into the Trellis Restaurant on Thursday morning. Platte, a 69-year-old nun, wore institutional gray sweats and shared unrestrained good spirits after being released from federal prison, where she spent more than three years for pouring her blood on a nuclear missile site. She thanked a dozen people celebrating her release from the Federal Correctional Institution in Danbury (*A low-security facility with an adjacent minimum-security prison camp, Danbury is home to 1,300 women) and showed little remorse for her crime or anti-nuclear arms views. God forgive us for what we are doing in this country, she said. I come out of prison stronger than ever, more passionate about the issues and know I will give the rest of my life for peace.

Platte, a member of the Dominican Religious Order of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and of the Jonah House Community in Baltimore, made national news when she was convicted, along with two other Dominican sisters, for obstructing national defense and damaging government property. On October 6, 2002 - the first anniversary of the U.S. bombing of Afghanistan - the sisters cut a lock to a fence that guarded a silo housing a 355-kiloton Minuteman Ill missile in northeastern Colorado. They tapped on the rails holding the missile with small hammers and poured four baby bottles of their blood on the cement casing. They sang Christian songs for nearly an hour as they waited for authorities to arrive. The nuns testified at their trial that the protest was a symbolic disarmament and did not endanger the national defense.

U.S. District Judge Robert Blackburn said at the July 2003 sentencing hearing that it was incredible and inexcusable that the peace activists would place U.S. Air Force security teams who responded to the scene in harm’s way. It was dangerously irresponsible, Blackburn said.

The judge sentenced the nuns to prison terms ranging from 30 to 41 months. Platte received the longest sentence because of her long record of protests that have landed her in about 30 jails and prisons. She was released Thursday after serving 36 months, which includes the time she spent in a county lockup awaiting formal sentencing.

Platte still faces three years of supervised probation and must pay restitution for damage at the military base (*The nuns have refused to pay the government restitution of $3,052.75 for destroying property - a portion of a chain link fence - and the cost of cleaning the blood of the silo). Platte insists that she will not pay the government any money because some of it would be spent on war and defense2. These charges remain bogus to us, Platte said, sitting before her first breakfast in freedom - wheat toast and water. This is civil resistance, standing firmly against the crime of the government. When the government commits crimes, it behooves the citizens to stand up, she said. Rest assured, I would never stand for this government to allow any killing. We have to learn how, as civilized people, to solve conflict in other ways.

Platte, who was also at FCI in 1999, said this time she served as a chapel clerk, helping set up prayer services for 11 different faiths. I take each precious day at a time and fill that day to the brim so time is a little bit irrelevant, she said. 

Up by 4 a.m., she would tidy up the public rooms, listen to some radio news and eat breakfast by 6:15 a.m. She would pray with the women of all faiths, lead discussions and set up services.

In prison, she wrote once: This imprisonment has been sacred time - a plea for and end to war and nuclear weapons. I do not regret one day of it. I will continue to cry out: war never again, no more killings nor threats of genocide, no more illegal occupations and interventions in other people’s lands.

On Thursday, Platt was picked up for her journey to Baltimore by Liz McAlister who, with her husband, the Rev. Philip Berrigan, played a in the 1960s. McAlister was accompanied by her daughter, Kate Berrigan, and Susan Crane, an activist based at Baltimore’s Jonah House.
Also greeting Platt was Stephen Kobasa, his wife Anne Somsel, and their children, Clare, 17 and Rachel, 15, students at Wilbur Cross High School in New Haven. The family traveled from New Haven to Danbury every two weeks to visit Platte for the past two years. She uplifts you, Rachel Kobasa said. She was in jail and she never lost her spirit. I always feel happy around her. She has a great aura that makes everyone feel good about her. Rachel Kobasa said she and other young people are sympathetic to the anti-war effort. The most impressive thing about Platte, she said, is that she was willing to go to jail for her views. To do something like that leading role in the anti-war movement starting (protest) knowing the consequences you have to be such a strong person, she said. Her father has known Platte for years and was impressed with the work of all three Dominican sisters who went to prison (Sisters Ardeth Platte, Jackie Hudson and Carol Gilbert). All three of these women suffered heavy consequences, Kobasa said. What they were facing knowingly, up against this extraordinary threat to all humanity that they wanted to expose, it’s serious stuff.

Platte entered the convent in Michigan in 1954 and was a schoolteacher in Saginaw. She became one of the few Catholic nuns in the country to hold public office and served on Saginaw’s City Council. For 12 years, she led protests at nuclear sites in Michigan, when the state had the highest number of sites, and slowly the government removed them from the state. The nuns and Jonah House activists have led dozens of anti-war actions. We felt led by the spirit to shine a light to what the United States was planning to do, Platte said. This is a little piece of sand on the seashore compared to what other people are doing who work on peace in the world, but together we make a difference.

by Eileen FitzGerald

contact at eileenf@newstimes com

1 At the prison exit, she was greeted by supporters, reporters and friends from the Plowshares movement,, founded more than 20 years ago by Baltimore activist Philip Berrigan, in whose Jonah House community Platte and Gilbert, 58, live.

Plowshares attacks federal installations on a regular basis in symbolic acts. The sisters say they weren’t committing criminal acts at the silo because they were following international law, which considers nuclear weapons to be illegal.

The roots of Plowshares go back to the Vietnam War era when Berrigan, a priest, led the Catonsville Nine in setting aflame a small pile of draft records in the parking lot of the Catonsville Selective Service office.

2As one of their lawyers, Walter L. Gerash, says: They refuse to pay any money to a war machine) Gerash has filed a petition asking that the judge count toward the restitution the many hours of community service the nuns have done since they were arrested. Gilbert knitted in prison -socks, scarves and lap robes for the poor and elderly in nursing homes in West Virginia, where she was incarcerated. Platte worked as a chapel clerk helping to put together interdenominational services for women of many faiths. She also refused the pay she would have gotten for her work, which would have reduced the restitution.

And many people have contributed money on the sisters’ behalf to offer-school programs, to the Red Cross, to peace organizations, soup kitchens and other groups since their arrest. In all, the contributions and their community service amount to nearly $600,000, said Gilbert. That, their lawyers argue, should be enough to have the judge rescind the restitution. Gerash hoped that the judge would rule before Christmas: We are waiting for Christian charity.

NOTE: Footnotes and insertions in italics marked with an * were taken from reports in other sources 
(Baltimore Sun and Associated Press) and introduced here by the IDI editor.
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TO SISTERS ARDETH, CAROL AND JACKIE*

SANTA SABINA — Rome, 13th January, 2006

The sprit we have, not the work we do, is what makes us important to the people around us. 

Sister Joan Chittister, OSB

Dear Sisters Ardeth, Carol and Jackie,

As members of your Dominican family, we want to tell you how grateful we are to you for your witness to truth and how indebted we are to you also for your suffering and imprisonment. We praise and honor you for your heroic actions and noble stand against the development and use of weapons of mass destruction, which by their existence alone threaten weaker nations ~ and impose unjust controls.

We want to commend you for taking seriously our Dominican Mission of Preaching and working for Peace and Justice. We applaud the way you have enfleshed Benedict XVI’s Message for the World Day of Peace on January 1, 2006: Every community should undertake an extensive process of education and witness aimed at making everyone more aware of the need for a fuller appreciation of the truth of peace.

Your convictions witness to the belief that the only ways to promote and achieve peace are not through violence, bloodshed, destruction of economic structures, and personal property but through dialogue, international consensus and compliance with the decisions of the International Court of Law.

Recognizing that you are not as yet fully free, we encourage you with all our hearts to continue our mission of peace and justice. We continue to walk with you, confident that Our Father Dominic is with you also on this journey of faith. Our Dominican sisters and brothers are inspired by you and your example and continue to support you with their prayers, confident that the Spirit will continue to guide you in the ways of peace.

Sr. Margaret Ormond, OP

International Coordinator of DSI

Sr. Marie-Therese Perdriault, OP and Bro Prakash A. Lohale, OP

International Justice and Peace Promoters

Bro Jerry Stookey, OP and Bro Joao Xerri, OP

Socius for North America. and South America

Bro Chrys McVey, OP

Socius for Apostolic Life and Promoter for Dominican Family

*Sisters Ardeth Platt, OP, Carol Gilbert, OP, and Jackie Hudson, OP 

Jonah House, 1 301 Moreland Ave. Baltimore, MD 21216 - U.S.A.
[image: image2]
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Contact:
Annmarie Sanders, IHM



301-588-4955; 301-672-3043



August 29, 2005

Public Statement of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

Opposition to the War in Iraq and the Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) publicly declares opposition to the ongoing war in Iraq, with its daily escalating death toll, and to proliferation of nuclear weapons. LCWR members, who gathered in assembly in Anaheim, California, August 19 -22, 2005, represent approximately 70,000 women religious in the United States.

War dehumanizes and diminishes all of the human community and devastates Earth. The ongoing war in Iraq is taking an immense toll on human life, not only of young men and women in the military but also the lives of innocent civilians of all ages. This war has caused untold damage to the land and to the infrastructures of Iraq. We also have grave concerns about the alienation and diminishment of the moral and political leadership of the United States in the world community.

We call on our government to develop a responsible plan for the withdrawal of troops from Iraq; to support the development of infrastructures for both human and environmental stability in Iraq; to respect religious and cultural diversity within Iraq; and to redirect needed resources to meet human needs at home and in other parts of the world.

The assembly also notes the observance of the 60th anniversary of the dropping of atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Together with our brothers and sisters in Japan, we say “Today, more than ever, the world desperately needs a new path toward peace.”  (Statement of the Japan Catholic Council for Justice and Peace)

The LCWR has a long history of opposing the research, development, testing and use of nuclear weapons and of the diversion of funds from human services and needs to the buildup of armaments.  

We are mindful of the 1983 Pastoral Letter of the United States Bishops, “The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response”: 

The whole world must summon the moral courage and technical means to say no to nuclear conflict; no to weapons of mass destruction; no to an arms race which robs the poor and the vulnerable; and no to the moral danger of a nuclear age which places before humankind indefensible choices of constant terror or surrender.  

These imperatives are even more compelling in this age in which “increasingly, violence, military force and terrorist activity are used to settle disputes.”  (LCWR Call 2004-2009)

Militarization of Space LCWR 2001

Statement of Resolution 
LCWR upholds the sacredness of Earth and Space by rejecting the U.S. Space Command Vision for 2020 that would dominate space for military operations; control and own space, making all other nations vulnerable to U.S. conventional and nuclear attacks; and exploit outer space for U.S. interests and investments. 

Background 
The Space Command Vision for 2020 consists of: (1) a process for the nuclearization and weaponization of space; (2) construction of interceptors in various parts of the world; (3) development of a missile defense/offense system; (4) deployment of the space-based laser known as Death Star; (5) work on climate control and weather manipulation; (6) mining the planets; (7) use of space stations and satellites for targeting, surveillance, and mapping; (8) defining enemy and ally, who will be excluded or included in space; (9) an acknowledgement that globalization will cause a greater gap between “haves” and “have-nots,” implying the necessity to control conflict. (Web site www.spacecom.af.mil/usspace “Space Education Center”.) The president has requested $8.3 billion for the Missile Defense System for fiscal year 2002, a 57% increase in the budget for this program. Previously the space program was known as the Strategic Defense Initiative or Star Wars. Lockheed Martin, Boeing, TRW, and Raytheon are major corporations receiving billions of dollars in contracts for space programs. 
  
Rationale 
We reject these plans which conflict with the work for a just world order in solidarity with people who experience poverty, powerlessness, or any form of violence or oppression. This Space Command Vision is contrary to the law of God who created the heavens and Earth. This Vision as implemented will break the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972 and the Outer Space Treaty of 1967. Security is neither in wealth nor in war. It is in the God of the universe who calls us “to act justly, to love mercifully and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6). We need to build a just and peaceful world with nonviolent means of resolving conflict. 

Call for Specific Action 
1. Sign and circulate the petition (attached and online) as formulated by the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, www.space4peace.org. 
2. Urge Members of Congress to vote against authorizations and appropriations for the Missile Defense System in the FY 2002 budget. 
3. Endorse the October 13, 2001, International Day of Protest; encourage congregational membership to participate in local actions. (See above web site for details.) 
4. Contribute funding support to the international/national organization listed above or to local organizing at the Space Command Center – Citizens for Peace in Space, P.O. Box 915, Colorado Springs, CO 80901, e-mail bsulzman@juno.com. 
5. Engage in shareholder actions with corporations involved in the militarization of space. 

Origin of Proposal: Global Concerns Committee 

Contact Person::    Mary Brigid Clingman, OP
EARTH CHARTER:

IV. DEMOCRACY, NONVIOLENCE, AND PEACE 

13. Strengthen democratic institutions at all levels, and provide transparency and accountability in governance, inclusive participation in decision making, and access to justice. 
16. Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence, and peace: 

a. Encourage and support mutual understanding, solidarity, and cooperation among all peoples and within and among nations. 
b. Implement comprehensive strategies to prevent violent conflict and use collaborative problem solving to manage and resolve environmental conflicts and other disputes. 

c. Demilitarize national security systems to the level of a non-provocative defense posture, and convert military resources to peaceful purposes, including ecological restoration. 

d. Eliminate nuclear, biological, and toxic weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. 

e. Ensure that the use of orbital and outer space supports environmental protection and peace. 

f. Recognize that peace is the wholeness created by right relationships with oneself, other persons, other cultures, other life, Earth, and the larger whole of which all are a part. 

CONVICTION Order Form (also available online at www.ztsp.org)

A documentary about three Dominican nuns convicted and sentenced to federal prison for their non-violent protest at a Minuteman III missile site in Northern Colorado. This film evokes important conversations about the role of Christianity in politics, the role of nuclear weapons in national defense, and the role of international law in the federal courts. Directed/Produced by Brenda Truelson Fox.  Approximate running time: 43 minutes..

DVDs   - $25.00 (U.S.) for Individual/Private use

 - $40.00 (U.S.) for Organizations

Quantity Individual       :                 x   [image: image3]$25.00   =   

Quantity Organization   :                 x   $40.00   =  

Total Amount Enclosed :                                        

Mail completed form along with Check or Money Order:

(payable to: Zero to Sixty Productions or ZTSP with ‘Conviction’ on the memo line)

Zero to Sixty Productions

P.O. Box 1027

Boulder, CO

U.S.A.   80306-1027

Please enter your billing and shipping information below.

	
	Send e-mail receipt to:   [image: image4]
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	"Where are the WMD? It doesn't take a team of international inspectors to find the truth. Three nuns performed this service for free. Even as America sent its military forces into Iraq on the grounds that Saddam "might" have had Weapons of Mass Destruction, three nuns set out to open America's eyes to the WMD we cherish here at home. "

Bill Strabala 

 

To order                                             WMD, Nuns and Nukes                             
go to:   www.algora.com


 

The author writes: 

My latest book, "WMD, Nukes & Nuns" (Algora Publishing, New York) is out and can be obtained through Amazon.com. It is likely that most local bookstores will not have it in stock, but it's possible to order it there or from Barnes & Noble. If you have in mind to order multiple copies, you may be able to obtain a price break by contacting Algora Publishing directly.

Most of you know me as a liberal, but don't let that discourage you. The book is not about being liberal or conservative, unless trying to be morally correct in our morally incorrect times is considered one or the other. I hope to interest you in buying and READING the book as 

Christians and Americans. It's a good read about what's wrong with the world today--as figured out by three nuns who spent several years in jail for protesting WMD and trying to keep us out of war.

Let me use the back-cover "teaser" that the publisher uses to describe the book's contents: 

Armed with nothing but a rosary, a call for moral courage, and a pair of fence-cutting pliers, three nuns spilled their own blood from baby bottle on the concrete dome of a missile silo in the midst of the sagebrush prairie. The stage was set for this peaceful protest by a sequence of events rooted in diplomatic and economic machinations going back to 1991 and before.

No sign of WMD was found in Iraq, though no stone was left unturned and no office left unburned. Here in the U.S., three nuns were sent to jail for "undermining national security." Apparently, no one appreciates an unexpected wake-up call. The three nuns went to jail, and the whole world went to hell in a hand basket.

This book is about the injustice of the U.S. federal courts which sent the nuns to jail for virtuous conduct, and the public that preferred not to hear about it. It's about political immorality and the meaning of justice in a nation where it seems to be illegal to carry out non-violent protests against mass killing. The book also reveals the corporate sources of the Weapons of Mass Destruction that were delivered to Saddam Hussein in the 1980's and raises troubling questions about responsibility.

What the cover copy does not reveal, but the book does, is this: The WMD technology of Iraq came from the White House when presidents considered Hussein to be America's CIA asset. It came from people who are STILL in political power. Those same powerful people wiped out all traces of their own WMD fingerprints by means of war, protecting the guilty.

Friends, let me say in a jesting manner, that if I disappear some day under mysterious circumstances, read between the lines of this book for the answer!  Meantime, you might also want to read my previous book, "Prophets Without Honor: A Requiem for Moral Patriotism." Please share this message with friends. 

--Bill Strabala 

Message of his Holiness -- Pope Benedict XVI
for the celebration of the World Day of Peace

1 january 2006
 

IN TRUTH, PEACE
1. In this traditional Message for the World Day of Peace at the beginning of the New Year, I offer cordial greetings and good wishes to men and women everywhere, especially those who are suffering as a result of violence and armed conflicts. My greeting is one filled with hope for a more serene world, a world in which more and more individuals and communities are committed to the paths of justice and peace.

2. Before all else, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to my Predecessors, the great Popes Paul VI and John Paul II, who were astute promoters of peace. Guided by the spirit of the Beatitudes, they discerned in the many historical events which marked their respective Pontificates the providential intervention of God, who never ceases to be concerned for the future of the human race. As tireless heralds of the Gospel, they constantly invited everyone to make God the starting-point of their efforts on behalf of concord and peace throughout the world. This, my first Message for the World Day of Peace, is meant to follow in the path of their noble teaching; with it, I wish to reiterate the steadfast resolve of the Holy See to continue serving the cause of peace. 

The very name Benedict, which I chose on the day of my election to the Chair of Peter, is a sign of my personal commitment to peace. In taking this name, I wanted to evoke both the Patron Saint of Europe, who inspired a civilization of peace on the whole continent, and Pope Benedict XV, who condemned the First World War as a ''useless slaughter''(1) and worked for a universal acknowledgment of the lofty demands of peace.

3. The theme chosen for this year's reflection—In truth, peace — expresses the conviction that wherever and whenever men and women are enlightened by the splendour of truth, they naturally set out on the path of peace. The Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, promulgated forty years ago at the conclusion of the Second Vatican Council, stated that mankind will not succeed in ''building a truly more human world for everyone, everywhere on earth, unless all people are renewed in spirit and converted to the truth of peace''.(2) 

But what do those words, ''the truth of peace'', really mean? To respond adequately to this question, we must realize that peace cannot be reduced to the simple absence of armed conflict, but needs to be understood as ''the fruit of an order which has been planted in human society by its divine Founder'', an order ''which must be brought about by humanity in its thirst for ever more perfect justice''.(3) As the result of an order planned and willed by the love of God, peace has an intrinsic and invincible truth of its own, and corresponds ''to an irrepressible yearning and hope dwelling within us''.(4)
4. Seen in this way, peace appears as a heavenly gift and a divine grace which demands at every level the exercise of the highest responsibility: that of conforming human history—in truth, justice, freedom and love—to the divine order. Whenever there is a loss of fidelity to the transcendent order, and a loss of respect for that ''grammar'' of dialogue which is the universal moral law written on human hearts,(5) whenever the integral development of the person and the protection of his fundamental rights are hindered or denied, whenever countless people are forced to endure intolerable injustices and 
inequalities, how can we hope that the good of peace will be realized? The essential elements which make up the truth of that good are missing. Saint Augustine described peace as tranquillitas ordinis,(6) the tranquillity of order. By this, he meant a situation which ultimately enables the truth about man to be fully respected and realized.

5. Who and what, then, can prevent the coming of peace? Sacred Scripture, in its very first book, Genesis, points to the lie told at the very beginning of history by the animal with a forked tongue, whom the Evangelist John calls ''the father of lies'' (Jn 8:44). Lying is also one of the sins spoken of in the final chapter of the last book of the Bible, Revelation, which bars liars from the heavenly Jerusalem: ''outside are... all who love falsehood'' (22:15). Lying is linked to the tragedy of sin and its perverse consequences, which have had, and continue to have, devastating effects on the lives of individuals and nations. We need but think of the events of the past century, when aberrant ideological and political systems wilfully twisted the truth and brought about the exploitation and murder of an appalling number of men and women, wiping out entire families and communities. After experiences like these, how can we fail to be seriously concerned about lies in our own time, lies which are the framework for menacing scenarios of death in many parts of the world. Any authentic search for peace must begin with the realization that the problem of truth and untruth is the concern of every man and woman; it is decisive for the peaceful future of our planet.

6. Peace is an irrepressible yearning present in the heart of each person, regardless of his or her particular cultural identity. Consequently, everyone should feel committed to service of this great good, and should strive to prevent any form of untruth from poisoning relationships. All people are members of one and the same family. An extreme exaltation of differences clashes with this fundamental truth. We need to regain an awareness that we share a common destiny which is ultimately transcendent, so as to maximize our historical and cultural differences, not in opposition to, but in cooperation with, people belonging to other cultures. 

These simple truths are what make peace possible; they are easily understood whenever we listen to our own hearts with pure intentions. Peace thus comes to be seen in a new light: not as the mere absence of war, but as a harmonious coexistence of individual citizens within a society governed by justice, one in which the good is also achieved, to the extent possible, for each of them. 

The truth of peace calls upon everyone to cultivate productive and sincere relationships; it encourages them to seek out and to follow the paths of forgiveness and reconciliation, to be transparent in their dealings with others, and to be faithful to their word. In a particular way, the followers of Christ, recognizing the insidious presence of evil and the need for that liberation brought by the divine Master, look to him with confidence, in the knowledge that ''he committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips'' (1 Pet 2:22; cf. Is 53:9). Jesus defined himself as the Truth in person, and, in addressing the seer of the Book of Revelation, he states his complete aversion to ''every one who loves and practices falsehood'' (Rev 22:15). He has disclosed the full truth about humanity and about human history. The power of his grace makes it possible to live ''in'' and ''by'' truth, since he alone is completely true and faithful. Jesus is the truth which gives us peace.

7. The truth of peace must also let its beneficial light shine even amid the tragedy of war. The Fathers of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, in the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, pointed out that ''not everything automatically becomes permissible between hostile parties once war has regrettably commenced''.(7) As a means of limiting the devastating consequences of war as much as possible, especially for civilians, the international community has created an international humanitarian law. In a 
variety of situations and in different settings, the Holy See has expressed its support for this humanitarian law, and has called for it to be respected and promptly implemented, out of the conviction that the truth of peace exists even in the midst of war. International humanitarian law ought to be considered as one of the finest and most effective expressions of the intrinsic demands of the truth of peace. Precisely for this reason, respect for that law must be considered binding on all peoples. Its value must be appreciated and its correct application ensured; it must also be brought up to date by precise norms applicable to the changing scenarios of today's armed conflicts and the use of ever newer and more sophisticated weapons.

8. Here I wish to express gratitude to the international organizations and to all those who are daily engaged in the application of international humanitarian law. Nor can I fail to mention the many soldiers engaged in the delicate work of resolving conflicts and restoring the necessary conditions for peace. I wish to remind them of the words of the Second Vatican Council: ''All those who enter the military in service to their country should look upon themselves as guardians of the security and freedom of their fellow-countrymen, and, in carrying out this duty properly, they too contribute to the establishment of peace''.(8) On this demanding front the Catholic Church's military ordinariates carry out their pastoral activity: I encourage both the military Ordinaries and military chaplains to be, in every situation and context, faithful heralds of the truth of peace.

9. Nowadays, the truth of peace continues to be dramatically compromised and rejected by terrorism, whose criminal threats and attacks leave the world in a state of fear and insecurity. My predecessors Paul VI and John Paul II frequently pointed out the awful responsibility borne by terrorists, while at the same time condemning their senseless and deadly strategies. These are often the fruit of a tragic and disturbing nihilism which Pope John Paul II described in these words: ''Those who kill by acts of terrorism actually despair of humanity, of life, of the future. In their view, everything is to be hated and destroyed''.(9) Not only nihilism, but also religious fanaticism, today often labeled fundamentalism, can inspire and encourage terrorist thinking and activity. From the beginning, John Paul II was aware of the explosive danger represented by fanatical fundamentalism, and he condemned it unsparingly, while warning against attempts to impose, rather than to propose for others freely to accept, one's own convictions about the truth. As he wrote: ''To try to impose on others by violent means what we consider to be the truth is an offence against the dignity of the human being, and ultimately an offence against God in whose image he is made''.(10)
10. Looked at closely, nihilism and the fundamentalism of which we are speaking share an erroneous relationship to truth: the nihilist denies the very existence of truth, while the fundamentalist claims to be able to impose it by force. Despite their different origins and cultural backgrounds, both show a dangerous contempt for human beings and human life, and ultimately for God himself. Indeed, this shared tragic outcome results from a distortion of the full truth about God: nihilism denies God's existence and his provident presence in history, while fanatical fundamentalism disfigures his loving and merciful countenance, replacing him with idols made in its own image. In analyzing the causes of the contemporary phenomenon of terrorism, consideration should be given, not only to its political and social causes, but also to its deeper cultural, religious and ideological motivations.

11. In view of the risks which humanity is facing in our time, all Catholics in every part of the world have a duty to proclaim and embody ever more fully the ''Gospel of Peace'', and to show that acknowledgment of the full truth of God is the first, indispensable condition for consolidating the truth of peace. God is Love which saves, a loving Father who wants to see his children look upon one another as brothers and sisters, working responsibly to place their various talents at the service of the common 
good of the human family. God is the unfailing source of the hope which gives meaning to personal and community life. God, and God alone, brings to fulfilment every work of good and of peace. 

History has amply demonstrated that declaring war on God in order to eradicate him from human hearts only leads a fearful and impoverished humanity toward decisions which are ultimately futile. This realization must impel believers in Christ to become convincing witnesses of the God who is inseparably truth and love, placing themselves at the service of peace in broad cooperation with other Christians, the followers of other religions and with all men and women of good will.

12. Looking at the present world situation, we can note with satisfaction certain signs of hope in the work of building peace. I think, for example, of the decrease in the number of armed conflicts. Here we are speaking of a few, very tentative steps forward along the path of peace, yet ones which even now are able to hold out a future of greater serenity, particularly for the suffering people of Palestine, the land of Jesus, and for those living in some areas of Africa and Asia, who have waited for years for the positive conclusion of the ongoing processes of pacification and reconciliation. 

These are reassuring signs which need to be confirmed and consolidated by tireless cooperation and activity, above all on the part of the international community and its agencies charged with preventing conflicts and providing a peaceful solution to those in course.

13. All this must not, however, lead to a naive optimism. It must not be forgotten that, tragically, violent fratricidal conflicts and devastating wars still continue to sow tears and death in vast parts of the world. Situations exist where conflict, hidden like flame beneath ashes, can flare up anew and cause immense destruction. Those authorities who, rather than making every effort to promote peace, incite their citizens to hostility towards other nations, bear a heavy burden of responsibility: in regions particularly at risk, they jeopardize the delicate balance achieved at the cost of patient negotiations and thus help make the future of humanity more uncertain and ominous. What can be said, too, about those governments which count on nuclear arms as a means of ensuring the security of their countries? Along with countless persons of good will, one can state that this point of view is not only baneful but also completely fallacious. In a nuclear war there would be no victors, only victims. The truth of peace requires that all —whether those governments which openly or secretly possess nuclear arms, or those planning to acquire them— agree to change their course by clear and firm decisions, and strive for a progressive and concerted nuclear disarmament. The resources which would be saved could then be employed in projects of development capable of benefiting all their people, especially the poor.

14. In this regard, one can only note with dismay the evidence of a continuing growth in military expenditure and the flourishing arms trade, while the political and juridic process established by the international community for promoting disarmament is bogged down in general indifference. How can there ever be a future of peace when investments are still made in the production of arms and in research aimed at developing new ones? It can only be hoped that the international community will find the wisdom and courage to take up once more, jointly and with renewed conviction, the process of disarmament, and thus concretely ensure the right to peace enjoyed by every individual and every people. By their commitment to safeguarding the good of peace, the various agencies of the international community will regain the authority needed to make their initiatives credible and effective.

15. The first to benefit from a decisive choice for disarmament will be the poor countries, which rightly demand, after having heard so many promises, the concrete implementation of their right to development. 

That right was solemnly reaffirmed in the recent General Assembly of the United Nations Organization, which this year celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of its foundation. The Catholic Church, while confirming her confidence in this international body, calls for the institutional and operative renewal which would enable it to respond to the changed needs of the present time, characterized by the vast phenomenon of globalization. 

The United Nations Organization must become a more efficient instrument for promoting the values of justice, solidarity and peace in the world. For her part, the Church, in fidelity to the mission she has received from her Founder, is committed to proclaiming everywhere ''the Gospel of peace''. In the firm conviction that she offers an indispensable service to all those who strive to promote peace, she reminds everyone that, if peace is to be authentic and lasting, it must be built on the bedrock of the truth about God and the truth about man. This truth alone can create a sensitivity to justice and openness to love and solidarity, while encouraging everyone to work for a truly free and harmonious human family. The foundations of authentic peace rest on the truth about God and man.

16. At the conclusion of this Message, I would like to address a particular word to all believers in Christ, inviting them once again to be attentive and generous disciples of the Lord. When we hear the Gospel, dear brothers and sisters, we learn to build peace on the truth of a daily life inspired by the commandment of love. 

Every community should undertake an extensive process of education and witness aimed at making everyone more aware of the need for a fuller appreciation of the truth of peace. At the same time I ask for an increase of prayers, since peace is above all a gift of God, a gift to be implored incessantly. By God's help, our proclamation and witness to the truth of peace will be all the more convincing and illuminating. With confidence and filial abandonment let us lift up our eyes to Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace. 

At the beginning of this New Year, let us ask her to help all God's People, wherever they may be, to work for peace and to be guided by the light of the truth that sets man free (cf. Jn 8:32). Through Mary's intercession, may all mankind grow in esteem for this fundamental good and strive to make it ever more present in our world, and, in this way, to offer a safer and more serene future to generations yet to come.

From the Vatican, 8 December 2005.
BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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