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Our annual meeting each year is a multifaceted event:
· It is an opportunity for us to celebrate who we are as Dominican women and men, sisters and brothers, members of the Dominican Family

· It is an opportunity to connect or to reconnect with each other, establishing or reinforcing relationships among the leadership of the various branches of the Dominican Family

· It is an opportunity for us to gain perspective: a reminder that we are part of a bigger picture, and that picture is much bigger than our individual congregations and provinces.  
· We are only a small part of a worldwide Order consisting of laity, nuns, sisters, friars and many affiliated groups. 
· We are only a small part of a universal Church. John Allen, the well-known reporter for the National Catholic Reporter, says the American Catholic Church is but 6% of the population of the entire Catholic Church. This fact should remind us that the issues of the American Catholicism may not always have the same driving force in the rest of the Church.  
· We are only a small part of the human family who populate this planet, 
· We are a much smaller part of God’s creation in this immense universe.

· Finally, our annual meeting is an opportunity for us to work together to forge a vision of Dominican life in the United States; to discern together the signs of the times, i.e., to ask ourselves and each other: “What is God doing in our world, in our country, in our Dominican life today, how does it impact us and how can we preach about it to our contemporaries?

A large part of our gathering this year will be devoted to the task of discerning how we move into the future as a Dominican family. What are the priorities, core values and structures that we want to sustain as we move across the threshold into the future? What is our mission at this point in time?

Because of the crucial nature of this task, the Executive Committee felt it was important for us to plan this year’s annual meeting ourselves rather than go through the normal process of establishing a separate planning committee. The Executive Committee also felt it would be important to have facilitators who could help us
1. Put a context around what we are trying to do

2. Elicit from us the crucial organizational questions we must ask ourselves, and

3. Present some future scenarios for the Dominican family which we can evaluate together.

Because of their combined backgrounds in sociology, analysis of US Catholicism, strategic planning and governance development we have asked Carmelita Murphy – a Grand Rapids Dominican – and Bryan Froehle from The Catherine of Siena Center and Dominican University – to facilitate our discussions for this meeting. 

Eight hundred years ago, a small group of women gathered together, at the urging Dominic de Guzman, drawn by his charisma, to learn the truths of the Catholic faith, to pray and to preach that truth, to learn how to live together and work together as disciples of Jesus and as disciples of Dominic. What happened in Prouilhe in 1206 was the threshold of a brand new day in the Church.
One hundred fifty-nine years ago, a small group of women gathered together – a very small group of women – okay, there were only two of them! – at the urging of Fr. Samuel Mazzuchelli, drawn by his charisma, to learn the truths of the Catholic faith, to pray and to preach that truth, to learn how to live together and work together as disciples of Jesus and as disciples of Dominic. What happened in Sinsinawa in 1847 was the threshold of a brand new day in the Church in the United States.

Seventy-one years ago, a small group of women gathered together, at the urging of the Master of the Order, to pray and to learn how to work together for the good of their Dominican congregations and for the good of the Order in the US. What happened at San Rafael in 1935 at that first meeting of the DLC was the threshold of a brand new day for Dominicans in the United States.
Each of these momentous gatherings – and there are many others each of us could name for our congregations and provinces – was a leap of faith, a leaving behind of that which was familiar and a crossing over a threshold into the unknown. At our meeting this year we will particularly recognize the 800th anniversary of the founding of the nuns and the saintly life of Venerable Samuel Mazzuchelli.
As we gather in this lovely setting during these days, may we listen well and speak honestly and wisely. May we not just stand on the threshold of a brand new day, but may we have the courage, perseverance and audacity of our forebears to move forward together and cross the threshold with the confidence, enthusiasm and joy of Samuel Mazzuchelli who said:
"Let us set out for any place where the work is great and difficult, 
but where also with the help of the One who sends us, we shall open the way for the Gospel."

 My final comment is a personal one. As part of the DLC these past years, and particularly as a member of the Executive Committee, the word that comes to my mind is “enriched.” I feel enriched as a Dominican as I see the marvelous breadth of ministry we  Dominicans undertakes in the United States and in the world and as I witness the many attempts we have made and are making to collaborate together. And I feel enriched as a man to work with so many creative, competent, passionate and articulate women. 

Women may be from Venus, and men may be from Mars, but we Dominican women and men have been placed together on this planet, in this Church, in this Order and at this time in God’s providence.
We men need you women, and, I dare say, you women need us. It is a joy to be with you on this journey as we step across the threshold into a brand new day together.        
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