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Dominican Voluteers USA 
 
Dominican Volunteers USA (DVUSA) spent the 
previous year working on issues of maintaining the 
viability of the organization in the face of economic 
realities.  Conservative financial practices, some belt 
tightening, and a nice chunk of grants helped us to 
remain stable and in fact vibrant.  We have directed 
our energies toward a well-developed strategic plan 
that has allowed us to remain focused.  We have 
incorporated more of the Dominican Family into our 
program by reaching out to friars, sisters, laity and 
associates, and now further outreach to the Domini-
can Nuns in the U.S.   

Last year we had ten women and men complete the 
program, including a young married couple, ensuring 
a continuation of the preaching mission.  We have 
reached out more to alumni and applicant constitu-
encies in a variety of universities, with a greater 
emphasis on under-represented populations.  We are 
just beginning to see some results of our efforts with 
a diverse group of young women and men in this 
year’s group of fourteen.  
 
 We are excited for this year, and hope to share many 
more positive moments with you in our newsletters.
 
Anthony Butler 
Executive Director

Dominican High Schools 
Preaching Conference  
The 11th Annual Dominican High Schools Preach-
ing Conference was held at Siena Heights University, 
Saturday, June 27 through Thursday, July 2, 2009. 
The conference drew 83 students from 21 high 
schools.  

The conference gave Dominicans from ten congrega-
tions and provinces throughout the United States the 
opportunity to reach out to high school students: as 
organizers; mentors from the schools; presenters; and 
liturgy team leaders.  

The St. Dominic Award was presented to Michele 
Frigo, conference attendee in 2002 as a student of 
Rosary High School in Aurora, IL and now teaches 
English there. The Veritas School Award was present-
ed to Mount Saint Dominic Academy in Caldwell, 
New Jersey. Sister Frances Sullivan, OP, principal, 
accepted the award on behalf of the school, which 
has participated in every conference since the event 
began in 1999. 

Each day of the conference focused on a particular 
theme of preaching, beginning with a keynote and 
included workshops or experiences. The students 
ended each day with reflections and discussions 
in their homegroup – eight or nine students and 
two adult mentors. Through this group experience, 
students got to know peers from other schools and to 
share their experiences with these new friends.  

Mary Soher, OP (Adrian)  Director
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Dominican Sisters, USA 
(Federation) 
 
In March 2009, the tenth meeting of the Federa-
tion Representatives took place in Adrian centered 
around “creating our future together”. The meeting 
was bittersweet since many Representatives would 
be leaving due to the union of congregations into 
the Dominican Sisters of Peace. The Federation now 
represents 17 congregations of Dominican women. 
The keynote speaker was Donna Markham. OP, 
who challenged the group in her address “Winds 
of Change” to move toward collaboration with 
one another.  During evening liturgy, the Federa-
tion formally proclaimed a corporate stance against 
nuclear disarmament. The Federation Representatives 
also called for dialogue with DLC in looking at ways 
to coordinate structures and events 

The Coordinating Committee and Convocation 
Committee met August 20-23 in Racine to formulate 
plans for a future Convocation. Forty-nine requests 
for funds from “Funding the Fires” totaling $41,830 
were received.  Seventeen grants totaling $14,934 
were funded by income interest for projects through-
out the US and beyond.   
 
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP,  met with the Coordinating 
Committee to look at ways the DLC and Federation 
can link their activities and resources. 

Federation Coordinating Committee:
Marie Michelle Hackett, OP (Springfield)
Margaret Mary Kennedy, OP (Peace)
Rose Celeste O’Connell, OP (Adrian)
Francine Schwarzenberger, OP (Peace)
JoAnn Timmerman, OP (Sinsinawa)

McGreal Center for  
Dominican Historical Studies 
 
Nona McGreal, OP began the McGreal Center’s 
guest book with these words: “What is in a name? A 
unique and cherished record of your presence to the 
rest of us!” 

The signatures of 420 visitors provide a cherished 
record for us; the guests represent 10 countries 
and 17 U.S. states, who visited since the Center’s 
opening, May 21, 2008. Visitors include the novices 
from the Collaborative Novitiate, Dominicans who 
attended the ’08 October Open House, Dominican 
Volunteers USA, members of the DLC Executive 
Board, the McGreal Advisory Board and the editors 
for Volume II of the Order of Preachers in the United 
States: A Family History. 

The Center also welcomed abundant blessings: the 
donation of the Parable Conference papers accom-
panied with a munificent stipend that will ensure the 
collection’s accessibility. The Sinsinawa Creative 
Works and Research Grant will guarantee the 2010 In 
Our Keeping Conference. Two blessings are immea-
surable: the financial generosity of the Domini-
can Leadership Conference and the collaboration 
between the DLC and the leadership of Dominican 
University, President Donna Carroll and Vice Presi-
dent for Mission and Ministry, Diane Kennedy, OP. 
This dynamic partnership made the McGreal Center 
for Dominican Historical Studies a reality. Profound 
gratitude will definitely meet you when you visit! 

Janet Welsh, OP
Director
Mary Nona McGreal, OP Center for Dominican 
Historical Studies

Related Organizations
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Dominican Alliance 
 
The Dominican Alliance has undergone enormous 
changes since its inception in 1996. At that time 
a small group of four congregations provided the 
seed for a vibrant association that would eventu-
ally include 13 congregations.  In April 2009, seven 
of those congregations reconfigured to form the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace with over six hundred 
members.  This momentous event affected the 
Dominican Alliance profoundly.  Now there are only 
seven congregations who take part in the Alliance. 
This new dynamic has also meant that, at least for 
the moment, the Alliance no longer has an Executive 
Director or Justice Resource Person.  
 
 The three-member Executive Committee is respon-
sible for coordinating its activities. The Mission 
Statement of the Dominican Alliance updated in July 
2009 is this:   Itinerant women of the Dominican 
Alliance embrace the mission to preach the Gospel 
by linking our energy, members and resources.

Our goals focus on providing opportunities for 
mutual support among leaders; collaboration in 
ministry and community; engaging in common 
prayer, contemplation, study and dialogue leading to 
new ways of preaching the Gospel; and engaging in 
advocacy and direct service efforts with our member-
ship and others in the pursuit of justice. We are 
enthusiastic and hopeful about moving forward into a 
shared future.
 
Mary Ellen Green, OP (Sinsinawa) 
for the Executive Committee           

Iraq Coordinating  
Committee Report  

During the Lenten season of 2009, the Iraq Coordi-
nating Committee revisited the origins of its mission,  
in light of the 7th Anniversary of the invasion of Iraq.  
Beth Murphy, OP recapped the first delegation to Iraq 
1999 on Domlife.org.  A second reflection followed 
on the 30-day public fast in 2002.  “There Must Be 
Another Way” created  wide spread awareness among 
Dominicans.  Jim Barnett, OP, Brian Pierce, OP, Jane 
Abel, OP and Ms. Shiela Provencher  held the public 
fast, prayer and action in New York City joined by a 
host of Dominicans  on the streets of New York City.  
 
The enriching remembrances by Jim, Brian and 
Jane was followed by a Lenten Lamentation by Sr. 
Lucianne Siers, OP.   
 
The ICC is committed to focusing on Iraqi refugees 
to the U.S., pending legislature, HR 6496 as well 
as following the status of forces agreement made in 
December 2008 by then President Bush with Mr. 
Maliki of Iraq.  
 
The committee is now in a process of reformation 
of membership as well as tasks in light of the un- 
ending war in Iraq and the upstart of aggression in 
Afghanistan.  The “war” is not ended. 
 
Dusty Farnan, OP (Adrian), North American Justice 
Co-Promoter, Reg McKillip, OP  (Sinsinawa), 
Margaret Mayce, OP  (Amityville), NGO Repre-
sentative,  Lucianne Siers, OP (Grand Rapids)  Beth 
Murphy, OP (Springfield)  Arlene Flaherty, OP 
(Blauvelt), Jim Barnett, OP (St. Albert) Roberta 
Popara, OP (Sinsinawa)

LEFT: Justice Promoters Elias Henritzy, OP (St. Joseph) 
Connie Schoen, OP (Peace) and Eduardo Logiste, OP 
(St. Martin) 

“..To think creatively,  
we must be able  
to look afresh  
at what we normally 
take for granted.” 

George Kneller
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Practical Reminders: 2010 DLC Annual Meeting: 
October 1-4, 2010 
Maryknoll, New York 
 
DLC Resources on line:

You can find the DLC Membership Directory, 
handbook, statistics and other materials in a 
private pages section of the DLC website. To reach 
them, use the link called PRIVATE PAGES on the 
home page or in the resource section. There is a 
searchable online membership Directory there as 
well. 
 
ID:  op 
PASSWORD: leaders 
 

DLC ListServ

DLC members receive important notices and news 
announcements through the  DLC listserve. DLC 
never sends unnecessary mail. So when you hear 
from us, please be sure to read and respond if 
needed. 
Want to send a message to everyone in the DLC? 
Easy! Use your regular email system and send your 
message to dlc@listserve.com.  
This list serve is an announcement only service; 
you cannot reply to a message sent, you need to 
send another separate message. 
 
Not sure you are getting mail? Ask Anne Lythgoe, 
OP for assistance   Email: editor@domlife.org. 

She will be glad to help you.  

North American Dominican Justice Promoters 

ADRIAN, MI - June, 2009  North American Justice 
Promoters Meeting. At the annual meeting the 
Justice promoters recommitted themselves to the 
three categories of issues:  Economic and Social 
Justice, Culture of Peace and Care of Creation.  
Together they created six Continuua of Action:  
Global Climate Change, Human Trafficking, 
Immigration, and Peace in Iraq, Educate and Act for 
Nonviolence. There are still two continuua incom-
plete, one on Nuclear Disarmament as a follow up 
to the work in 2006, and the recently passed corpo-
rate stance by the Federation on disarmament. The 
other is the Consistent Ethic of Life and Integrity of 
Creation.   
 
Look for more information on how each congrega-
tion can get involved as well as ongoing implementa-
tion of the different continuums of action. 
SANTA SABINA, ROME, ITALY, March, 2009 -- 
International Justice Promoters of the Order met 
in Rome, March, 2009.  Please look at the flyer that 
just came out from those deliberations. 
 
Dusty Farnan, OP (Adrian) and  Chuck Dahm, 
OP (St. Albert)  North American Co-Promoters of 
Justice, Peace and Care of Creation

JUAREZ, MEXICO -- August 1-4, 2008, By What 
Right? The first continental seminar on immigration 
of the Dominican Family was the coalescence of 
Dominicans from across the Americas to address the 
plight of immigrants and refugees crossing into and 
out of their home countries.  
 
This conference was planned in collaboration with 
the North American Dominican Co-Promoters and 
Latin America and Caribbean Co-Promoters. 
 
What was remarkable about this gathering, was 
the number of Dominicans from the U.S. Thirty 
attended, including five friars and  several women 
in leadership.  The purpose of the seminar was to 
educate those in attendance on the conditions and 
situations the people of the Americas find themselves 
in and how we might respond. The presentations 
were insightful and led to a deeper commitment to 
the issue of immigration.   
 
The U.S. panel presented the various efforts of  
Dominicans  to address the issue.  The participants 
were overwhelmed by the many approaches taken. 
These included: parish outreach, collaboration with 
other immigration coalitions, housing of immigrants, 
employment as well as specific outreach to those 
undocumented.  

Please remember to send your latest 
congregational or province directory 
to the DLC Office. 
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Dominican Young Adults USA

FATIMA, Portugal-- August 28, 2009 --  From as 
far away as Argentina and Mozambique, Dominican 
young adults, friars, sisters and laity gathered for 
the 11th International conference, Young Adults: 
Searching and Preaching in the Dominican Way, 
August 2-9, 2009. Kevin Sullivan,  Michelle Schultz, 
Daniel Breitfeller, Gina Fleming, OP (Amityville), 
Mary Soher, OP (Adrian) and Jenn Schaaf (Blauvelt) 
represented the Dominican Young Adults from the 
United States.   
 
Representatives presented what is happening in 
their country – politically, socially, and spiritually– 
and how  young adults are responding. Portugese 
Dominican Sisters took the group on a pilgrimage of 
the area where Lucy, Jacinta and Francesco saw the 
visions of Our Lady of Fatima. That same evening, 
the young adults attended Mass with the Portugese 
Dominican Friars, Sisters and Nuns followed by a 
festive dinner and dancing.  
 
Workshops included Preaching Through New 
Technologies,Preaching Through Art, Preaching to 
the Youth, and Reading the Bible, The Dominican 
Family, What is the International Dominican Youth 
Movement? and International Dominican Volunteers 
and Justice and Peace. 
 
The Master of the Order, Fr. Carlos Aspiroz, 
celebrated Mass with the young adults, then spent 
two hours in a question-and-answer session, and 
making suggestions about how they participate in the 
Dominican Family. 
 
Prayer was an essential component of this gathering. 
Each day, groups from different continents prepared 
and presided at morning prayer, meal prayers and 
liturgy. In addition, on Wednesday night, the young 
adults assisted in leading the traditional rosary held at 
the Sanctuario. On Friday evening, different cultures 
were celebrated as each country shared food and 
entertainment from their native traditions. 
 
Two representatives from each country will continue 
the work of IDYM. Kevin Sullivan, president 
of DYAUSA, was elected to the International 
Commission. Goals were set to help unify, support 
and grow the youth movement over the next few 
years.  

DLC Member Links
Provinces of Friars 

Holy Name: www.opwest.org
St. Albert the Great: www.domcentral.org
St. Martin De Porres: www.opsouth.org 
St. Joseph: www.st-joseph.org

Congregations of Sisters

Adrian: www.adriandominicans.org
Amityville:  www.amityvilleop.org
Blauvelt: www.opblauvelt.org
Caldwell: www.caldwellop.org
Presentation:  
www.dominicansistersofthepresentation.org 
Grand Rapids: www.grdominicans.org
Hope: www.ophope.org
Houston: www.houstonop.org
Catherine of Siena 
Maryknoll Sisters: www.mksisters.org
Mission San Jose: www.msjdominicans.org
Oakford: www.dominicans.org/oakfordop
Peace: www.oppeace.org 
Racine: www.racinedominicans.org 
Roman: www.crsdop.org
San Rafael: www.sanrafaelop.org
Sinsinawa:  www.sinsinawa.org
Sparkill: www.sparkill.org
Springfield: www.spdom.org
Catherine de’ Ricci:  
www.catherinedericciop.org
Tacoma: www.tacomaop.org
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DLC Executive Committee: 
Carol Gaeke, OP (Catherine de’ Ricci) President 
Maureen Geary, OP (Grand Rapids) Vice President 
Cass McDonnell, OP (Hope) Past President 
Rebecca Ann Gemma, OP (Springfield)  Secretary 
Charlene Moser, OP (Peace) Treasurer 
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (Sinsinawa)  
Executive Director
Anne Lythgoe, OP (Catherine de’ Ricci)  
Communications Coordinator 
Margaret Mayce, OP (Amityville)  
NGO Representative to the UN/NY

Annual Meeting Planning Committee  
Carol Gaeke, OP (Catherine de’ Ricci)  
Maureen Geary, OP (Grand Rapids)  
Rebecca Ann Gemma, OP (Springfield)  
Agnes Johnson, OP (Racine)  
Anne Lythgoe, OP (Catherine de’ Ricci)  
Margaret Mayce, OP (Amityville) 
Cass McDonnell, OP (Hope)  
Amy McFrederick (Peace) 
Charlene Moser, OP (Peace) 
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (Sinsinawa)

Election Committee  
Mary Howard Johnstone, OP (Sinsinawa)
Elizabeth McGarvey, OP (Amityville)
Alice Uhl, OP (Caldwell)
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (DLC Executive Director)
 

Finance Committee
Mary Kay Homan, OP (Adrian) 
Terry Gallagher, OP (Amityville)
John Meaney (St. Albert Province)
Charlene Moser, OP (DLC Treasurer/Peace)
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (Sinsinawa)  
Executive Director
 
Design Team 
Sharon Casey, OP (Tacoma) 
Dominic Izzo, OP (St. Joseph)
Kathy Nolan, OP (Adrian)
JoAnn Timmerman, OP (Sinsinawa)
Patricia Twohill, OP (Peace) 
Carol Zinn, SSJ (Facilitator)
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (Sinsinawa)   
Resource Person)
 
20/20 Vision for 2020 Task Force   
Mary Ann Collins, OP (Blauvelt)
Anne Kilbride, OP (Peace)
Mary Ellen O’Grady, OP (Sinsinawa)
Megan McElroy, OP (Grand Rapids) 
Judy Rimbey, OP (Adrian)
Joan Scanlon, OP (Peace)
Lois Silva, OP (San Rafael)
Kathleen Anne Tait, OP (Springfield) 

Our Deepest Appreciation....

Facilitator: 
Toni Harris, OP (Sinsinawa) 
 
Keynote Speaker: Carolyn Foster
 

Door Prizes: Dominicans from Sinsinawa, Racine 
and the DLC. Special thanks to the staff and hospi-
tality service of the Ramada Inn, and, of course, the 
hospitality and welcome of the Dominican Sisters of 
Racine, WI.   
 
Thanks for the preachers, presiders and musicians 
and international speakers. 

Thank you.


