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North American Dominican Justice Promoters Reach Out to Faith Leaders in Iraq 
 
On Saturday, June 28, 2014, the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the North American Dominican 
Justice Promoters (NADJP) issued correspondence addressed to faith leaders in Iraq, expressing their 
concern for their Brothers and Sisters in Christ.   

Christians living in Iraq face grave danger daily as violence and instability continue.  North American 
Dominican Co-Promoters of Justice Sister Marcelline Koch, OP of the Dominican Sisters of Springfield, 
Illinois and Father Charles Dahm, OP, pastor of St. Pius V Parish in Chicago, Illinois, vowed to continue to 
advocate for Christians in Iraq and asked to be of service to faith leaders there.  On behalf of the North 
American Dominican Justice Promoters, they extended an expression of concern and a message of 
solidarity and continued prayer. “We cry out through every means possible to stir the hearts and 
awaken the consciences of our fellow citizens, bringing to light the grave injustices and terror that you 
and all the people of Iraq are enduring.” 

The NADJP promised to advocate on the behalf of Iraqi Christians with the U.S. Government for their 
protection in the midst of a chaotic and dangerous situation. “We urge our government to engage the 
regional powers and their allies to achieve a swift and negotiated solution that takes into account the 
interests and the just demands of communities across the country. And we ask all parties to be 
especially attentive to the protection of Iraq’s ancient minority cultures.” 

The message was conveyed to Christians in Iraq through Sister Maria Hanna, OP, Prioress General of the 
Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, Iraq; Most Reverend Louis Raphael Sako I, Patriarch of 
Babylon of the Chaldeans; Most Reverend Ignatius Youssef III Younan, Patriarch of Antioch and all the 
East of the Syrians and Mar Dinkha IV Khanania, Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East. 

Link:   Letter to the Church of Iraq, Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ from the North American 
Dominican Justice Promoters 

# # # 

Contact:  Dawn Boyer, Director of Communications, Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illinois 
217-787-0481 / dboyer@spdom.org / www.springfieldop.org 
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