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Blessed Pope John XXIII

Saturday, October 27, 2012, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

“The council now beginning rises in the Church like the daybreak, 
a forerunner of most splendid light.” 

Pope John XXIII opened the council fifty years ago with this statement. How 
have these words portraying a vision for the future of the church been realized? 
The flame of joy brought by the Spirit during those days of renewal and reform is 
dimmed when we allow ourselves to focus on the church’s transgressions alone.

This retreat day welcomes The People of God, defined by the council as all 
people of the world, and all faith traditions in respectful dialogue. All are 
welcome to prayerfully consider the teachings of the council, to remember
 upon whose shoulders we stand, to learn, celebrate and rededicate ourselves
 to living in the spirit of a time when the church changed from being a 
fortress of protection to a church in the modern world. Fifty years ago 
the church initiated reform and renewal going from commands 
to invitations, from laws to ideals, from excluding to including, from 
coercion to conscience, from ruling to serving. 

We the People of God live in a world forever changed by Vatican II and 
have inherited the sacred task of keeping this flame of joy brightly burning, 
calling us to continue the work of reform and renewal.

Retreat fee $25. Financial assistance is available.

Name

Address

City                                                                                      State                         Zip

Phone

E.mail

_____  Non-refundable registration fee of $25 is enclosed.

_____  I understand I am making a commitment to the entire day of retreat from 
           10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
_____  I am adding an optional donation to support the work of Shem Center.

WE THE 
PEOPLE 
OF GOD

a day of retreat observing 
the 50th anniversary of 
the opening of 
the Second Vatican 
Council with Bro. Joseph Kilikevice, OP

Shem Center for 

Interfaith Spirituality

708 N. Harvey Avenue

Oak Park, IL  60302

708-848-1095

shemcenter@comcast.net

www.shemcenter.org

Registration	 
Form

WE THE PEOPLE OF GOD,  Saturday, October 27, 2012
The day begins promptly at 10:00 am and will end at 4:00 pm. Lunch will be 
served. You are asked to make a commitment to be present for the entire day. 
Arriving late or leaving early disrupts the respectful atmosphere necessary for 
spiritual work.

Please make all checks payable to
Shem Center and send them 
with registration to:

Shem Center for 
Interfaith Spirituality
708 N. Harvey Avenue
Oak Park, IL  60302

The image of Pope John XXIII 
by Bernard Safran 
is used with permission.
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