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“Nuns on the Bus’ stop in Grand Rapids,
hold education session at Marywood ~ Chris Ervin
Culture of Peace

“Nuns on the Bus,” a nine-state tour organized by the global justice lobbying group NETWORK, rolled
into Grand Rapids and Marywood June 22. The June 18 – July 2 tour is aimed at “highlighting the work
Sisters do to meet the needs of people at the economic margins and revealing how federal budget cuts
proposed by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI) and passed by the House of Representatives will hurt struggling
families in these states,” according to a NETWORK press release.
Sisters traveling on the bus are visiting social service agencies and congressional offices to voice their
opposition to the proposed cuts in education, health care and other services. They held a rally at Calder
Plaza in downtown Grand Rapids, where Sister Barbara Hansen served as spokesperson on behalf
of the Dominican Sisters ~Grand Rapids. “We are concerned about the Ryan budget because of the
way it targets the already underserved and vulnerable citizens of our communities,” Sister Barbara
said. “Our national budget is a moral document and must reflect a conscientious care for the common
good.”
Three “Bus” representatives stopped at the downtown office of U.S. Representative Justin Amash to
relay their concerns to one of his staff members before the bus headed to the Marywood campus.
“About 160 people attended an evening education session to learn about NETWORK, the Ryan budget and how it affects the poor,” said Sister Joyce Ann Hertzig. “Sisters talked about how Catholic
social teaching is all about speaking for a right relationship in all things. It makes a difference to have
legislators know what we support.”

Nuns on the Bus (Cont.)
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The Ryan bill in brief
Following are some key components of the Ryan bill
targeted by NETWORK. If signed into law, according to
the organization, the bill would:
- Undermine the food stamp program (SNAP) at a time
when millions need it to feed their families
- Begin to shift Medicare to a voucher program, thus
driving more seniors into poverty
- Give large tax breaks to the wealthy at the expense of
protections for struggling families
- Drastically cut funding for health insurance programs
for low-income people, causing millions to lose access
to healthcare
- Increase Pentagon spending while cutting programs
that serve people in need – despite the Pentagon
saying there are military programs that should be cut.

Social protection floors are nationally defined sets of
basic social security guarantees that should ensure,
as a minimum that, over the life cycle, all in need have
access to essential health care and to basic income
security which together secure effective access to
goods and services defined as necessary at the
national level.
Social security is a human right as well as a social
and economic necessity. Around 40% of the world’s
population is under the international poverty line of 2
US dollars a day which suggests that they do not have
access to a social protection floor.
The NGO Committee for Social Development at
the United Nations hopes to present one million
signatures in support of a Social Protection Floor for
all. This petition asks all governments to ensure that all
citizens, particularly the most vulnerable, have access
to basic income security and services (such as food,
education and health care). Consider signing and
disseminate this information at:
www.gopetition.com/petitions/signature-campaignsocial-protection-floor.html

Sister Marge Clark, BDM talks during the event at DCM.

Mend the Gap! – NETWORK
As a supplement to our Mind the Gap! Campaign, NETWORK is excited to announce that it will be launching the Mend the
Gap! Campaign in June 2012!
Through Mind the Gap! we were able to raise awareness of economic inequality, and explore the history and current
state of wealth disparity in the United States. Mend the Gap! looks toward our next steps, and will offer insight into policy
solutions that can bring our nation closer together.
Mend the Gap! will examine four specific areas of federal policy: asset-building, labor, housing and the tax structure. Right
now, we are designing online workshops for each of these policy fields. In early June, you will be able to participate in the
asset-building movement – learning through slides, videos and quizzes about its history, how asset-building policies affect
the wealth gap, and current asset-building policy options that have been proposed on the federal
level.
As faithful people committed to respecting the inherent dignity of all our sisters and brothers, we
hope these workshops will open up the conversation around solutions for mending the wealth gap.
www.networklobby.org

