
	
  

Dear	
  Sisters	
  and	
  Associates,	
  

We	
  are	
  pleased	
  to	
  invite	
  you	
  to	
  register	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  national	
  gathering	
  of	
  the	
  newly	
  formed	
  
Dominican	
  Sisters	
  Conference.	
  	
  As	
  previously	
  announced,	
  the	
  theme	
  for	
  this	
  convocation	
  is	
  
“Edgewalkers:	
  	
  Unfolding	
  the	
  Fertile	
  Unknown.”	
  	
  	
  	
  

“Edgewalkers	
  are	
  people	
  who	
  walk	
  between	
  the	
  spiritual	
  and	
  material	
  world	
  and	
  who	
  work	
  at	
  
the	
  boundaries	
  and	
  edges	
  of	
  society.	
  	
  They	
  are	
  the	
  bridge	
  between	
  the	
  sacred	
  and	
  the	
  secular,	
  
between	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  future,	
  and	
  the	
  creators	
  of	
  the	
  peaceful	
  places	
  where	
  different	
  voices	
  
and	
  worldviews	
  can	
  be	
  heard.”	
  	
  Timothy	
  Radcliffe,	
  OP,	
  our	
  well-­‐known	
  Dominican	
  brother,	
  and	
  
Judi	
  Neal,	
  Ph.D.,	
  author	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Tyson	
  Center	
  for	
  Faith	
  and	
  Spirituality	
  in	
  the	
  
Workplace,	
  will	
  be	
  guiding	
  our	
  journey	
  and	
  reflections	
  during	
  our	
  time	
  together.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  sure	
  it	
  
will	
  evoke	
  new	
  energy	
  among	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  begin	
  to	
  shape	
  this	
  new	
  Dominican	
  Sisters	
  Conference	
  
as	
  well.	
  

The	
  Convocation	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  beautiful	
  Westin	
  Wheeling	
  Hotel	
  on	
  the	
  North	
  Shore,	
  15	
  
minutes	
  north	
  of	
  Chicago’s	
  O’Hare	
  Airport	
  from	
  Oct.	
  4-­‐7,	
  2012.	
  	
  It	
  promises	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  very	
  suitable	
  
meeting	
  space	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  one	
  that	
  can	
  offer	
  some	
  diverse	
  dining	
  and	
  entertainment	
  options	
  in	
  
the	
  immediate	
  area.	
  	
  However,	
  as	
  with	
  most	
  hotels,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  fair	
  amount	
  of	
  walking	
  required	
  
between	
  the	
  meeting,	
  dining,	
  and	
  living	
  spaces.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  normally	
  use	
  accommodations	
  for	
  such	
  
mobility,	
  you	
  will	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  sure	
  you	
  have	
  them	
  available	
  to	
  you.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  doubt	
  about	
  
your	
  ability	
  to	
  handle	
  the	
  physical	
  demands	
  of	
  the	
  workshop	
  or	
  the	
  meeting	
  space,	
  please	
  feel	
  
free	
  to	
  contact	
  Sr.	
  Mary	
  Sue	
  Kennedy	
  at	
  the	
  office	
  (248-­‐536-­‐3234)	
  with	
  any	
  questions	
  you	
  may	
  
have.	
  

We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  this	
  being	
  a	
  gathering	
  of	
  the	
  giftedness	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  Sisters	
  and	
  Associates:	
  
the	
  planners	
  and	
  organizers,	
  the	
  thinkers	
  and	
  dreamers,	
  the	
  artists	
  and	
  visionaries,	
  the	
  youthful	
  
and	
  the	
  wise…So	
  come	
  with	
  your	
  many	
  gifts	
  and	
  unique	
  life	
  experience	
  to	
  enrich	
  the	
  process.	
  	
  If	
  



you	
  cannot	
  join	
  us	
  in	
  person	
  for	
  whatever	
  reason,	
  please	
  lend	
  us	
  your	
  prayerful	
  support	
  during	
  
our	
  time	
  together.	
  	
  Please	
  notice	
  that,	
  even	
  if	
  you	
  cannot	
  attend	
  the	
  convocation,	
  you	
  are	
  
invited	
  to	
  register	
  as	
  a	
  prayer	
  supporter	
  in	
  the	
  contact	
  information	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  registration.	
  	
  
Finally,	
  we	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  the	
  reduced	
  rate	
  for	
  early	
  registration,	
  as	
  it	
  will	
  
greatly	
  help	
  us	
  in	
  planning	
  for	
  the	
  Convocation.	
  	
  

	
  Please	
  keep	
  us	
  in	
  your	
  prayers	
  as	
  this	
  planning	
  committee	
  attempts	
  to	
  be	
  “edgewalkers”	
  
between	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  Dominican	
  life	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   The	
  DSC	
  Convocation	
  Planning	
  Committee:	
  
Judy	
  Brunell,	
  OP	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Therese	
  Demers,	
  OP	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Kathleen	
  Donnelly,	
  OP	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Conni	
  Dubick,	
  Associate	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Marie	
  Michelle	
  Hackett,	
  OP	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Agnes	
  Johnson,	
  OP	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Mary	
  Sue	
  Kennedy,	
  OP	
  (executive	
  director)	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Sally	
  Lowell,	
  OP	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Aneesah	
  McNamee,	
  OP	
  	
  (communications)	
  

Rose	
  Celeste	
  O’Connell,	
  OP	
  	
  (chair)	
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