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     INTERNATIONAL DOMINICAN COMMISSION 
     FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

To the members of the Dominican Family gathered in Juarez,Mexico 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings from Santa Sabina Rome!  I was so happy to know that the International Conference on Migrants will take place at Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua - MEXICO from 31 July to 4 August 2008. How much I wished to be present with you all. But I am unable to join you in this historic gathering of two important regions of the Order.  

I congratulate you on organizing this conference.  To bring promoters from Latin America, the Caribbean and North American is a big step in collaboration. To hear that the elected leadership and members from ten congregations of women and three provinces of men will be taking part gives me great joy. Congratulations to my brother Miguel Concha Malo and my sister Noemi Zambrano and all their collaborators in making this conference possible. I know a bit from my experience of being the regional co-promoter of what it means to organize a big conference like this one.  “The Dominican Family in Solidarity with the Migrants” is a very relevant theme. The choice of having this conference in Ciudad Juarez is very meaningful because we have a ‘House for Immigrants,’ a joint project, and because this frontier has become important in recent years: the phenomenon of manquillas is harsh and inhuman.  

Many of us are aware of the permanent tragedies resulting in migrant loss of life on many different frontiers: in the passage of the Strait of Gibraltar between Morocco and Spain; the Rio Grande and the desert between Mexico and the United States; the one between Africa and the Island of Lampedusa in the Mediterranean.

My hope is that this conference will appeal to those concerned to face the root causes provoking these serious and dramatic events and, in their efforts to regulate migration flow, exert maximum effort to remedy such unjust and painful tragedies.

I am also very glad that the two regions are following up the ‘Call from Fanjeaux 2006’ seriously.  It was in Fanjeaux that the International Commission of the Order for Justice and Peace chose Migration: People on the Move, as one of the issues to work on. The General Chapter of Bogotá, 2007, also declared this an important element today: ‘The suffering caused by migrations, is one of the elements in the world which we see today.' (ACG 48)

During his Angelus message of 14 January 2007, the pope reminded us that, The phenomenon of human mobility is actually vast and diversified. According to recent calculations by the United Nations, migrants, due to financial reasons, amount today to almost 200 million; approximately 9 million are refugees and about 2 million, international students. We must add to this large number of brothers and sisters the internally displaced and those whose situation is illegal… 

Again in his message for the 94th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, on 13 January 2008, he wrote, The vast globalization process underway around the world brings a need for mobility, which also includes many young people to emigrate and live far from their families and countries.  In fact, the phenomenon of emigration is becoming ever more widespread and includes a growing number of people from every social condition.
It is therefore important that your deliberations and discussions, during the next few days, result in specific pastoral and social interventions that will take into account the need for migration not be seen only as a problem but also as a resource for common development.  

I am also very concerned and challenged by the return directive that was voted on by the European Parliament on 18 June.  President Evo Morales of Bolivia wrote an Open letter opposing the EU return directive, in which he explains clearly the implications for Latin and North America. Can the two regions not put their heads together to find ‘new and creative ways to promote justice and peace’ in this context and make thus make the recommendation from Bogotá a real action plan for Justice and Evangelization: In the renewal of our apostolic life, particular attention must be paid to the following realities: migration, interreligious confrontations, the deviation of certain new religious movements, difficulties of ecumenical dialogue...As preachers we wish to promote dialogue in these areas (ACG 79). 

Dear brothers and sisters, I thank you all for what you do in service of immigrants and itinerants. This is an important frontier in the new evangelization of the current globalized world. 

Migration can be regarded as an invitation to live ‘communion in diversity.’ Therefore, the importance of dialogue between cultures and religions must be recognized. Dialogue and mission are both part of the Church’s ministry. Missio ad gentes (mission to peoples), missio ad migrantes (mission to migrants) and missio migrantium (mission by migrants) must be kept as interrelated dimensions of this new evangelization (From the Fifth World Congress on the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Refugees, Rome, 17-22 November 2003).

May Dominic, Our Father guide us, he who lived his faith in pilgrimage, and St Francis Xavier Cabrini, Patroness of Migrants, intercede for us.  

In gratitude and in peace, your brother,
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Prakash Anthony Lohale OP

General Co-promoter for Justice and Peace                                                    16th July, 2008. 
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