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ROSARY:
Instrument of

Prophetic Preaching



Prayer As We Observe the Completion of the 5th year of War in Iraq

As we come to the end of the fifth year of war in Iraq on March 19th, our call to prayer carries with it sadness and longing for peace.  We invite you to consider praying the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary keeping in mind those who have suffered loss during these last five years.
Our brother, Carlos Azpiroz Costa, OP, Master of the Order, recently invited us in his letter to the Dominican Family that “we begin to renew our preaching way of life through re-discovering the Rosary as a means of contemplation and an instrument of prophetic preaching.”  He further states:
Our world is one that seems to be constantly torn apart by war.  The 20th century was a century of wars and devastation across the planet.  In the worst of these moments, people turned to the Rosary praying for peace.
The kingdom of God is justice and peace.  Bread is to be shared.  Forgiveness is to be given.  The blessed fruit of the womb of women is sacred.  Yes, the Rosary—words of Scripture and our lived meditation—makes it a prophetic prayer as well as a contemplative prayer; a prayer that both announces and denounces, a prayer that consoles and transforms.  The words that give praise to the Trinity invite us to live in community, without subordination, where each person is totally open and available to the Other.  
Letter to the Dominican Family, January 1, 2008, Section 2. 
 
As members of the Dominican Family, we invite you to pray the Rosary with the Sorrowful Mysteries with the following focus:
1.        The Agony in the Garden
Remember the more than 10,000 Iraqi soldiers who have lost their lives during this war.
Remember their families and friends who have suffered great loss.
 
2.        The Scourging at the Pillar
Remember the 665,000 civilians who have died and the 100 Iraqi civilians to die every day,  especially the elderly, women and children.
 
3.        The Crowning of Thorns
Remember the nearly 4,000 U.S. soldiers who have been killed and the almost 30,000 soldiers who have been wounded during these five years of war.
 
4.        The Carrying of the Cross
Remember the 1.8 million Iraqi Refugees who have fled their homes and relocated in other parts of Iraq and remember the 2 million Iraqis who have left their country and seek shelter and safety in neighboring countries.
 
5.        The Crucifixion
Remember all who have suffered loss because of this war.  Remember our Dominican brothers and sisters of Iraq who suffer each day because of this war.  Remember the children of Iraq who only know war.  Let us pray for peace in their land and in ours.



Here is a link to the letter of fr. Carlos:
http://domlife.org//2008Stories/Carlos_Rosary_800.html
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