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Introduction
It is a privilege to be with you all today to talk about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which some of us regard as the biggest hope of denting global dehumanising poverty in our time. I stress the word ‘talk’. The late Herbert McCabe, an English Dominican, used to say that the Dominican vocation was talking about God and this talk should be no different. What I want to say to you in summary is that working for the MDGs is God’s work. In that, I hope this talk is quintessentially Dominican.

In this talk, I want to say what the MDGs are and why they are important. I will say a word or two about where we have reached, almost exactly half way to the 2015 mark. It is also important to stress why working for these goals is important for those of us who live as Dominicans, that particular way of being Christian in our world - why working for the people who will benefit from them is a constitutive element of our Dominican charism and spirituality and to show we will never reach the fullness of our preaching unless we tackle subject matters like the MDGs. I then want to suggest a few ways that you could discuss further during your meeting to help the campaign for achieving the MDGs. 

The MDGs: Minimum Goals but Politically Feasible

Towards the end of the 20th century, the United Nations held a series of summits on matters of poverty or environmental degradation. In September 2000, 189 Heads of State and Governments, meeting at the UN General Assembly in New York, pledged solemnly to a whole raft of suggestions that would make our world better and healthier for the millions living in dire poverty. The then UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, described the totality of these summits as ‘the humanitarian agenda of the 21st century’. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were born. They group the aspirations of this humanitarian agenda into a set of goals which governments should achieve mostly by 2015 for their people. 

For Christians, our aim must be to rid the world of hunger and a poverty that dehumanises people created in the image of God. These goals don’t do that. Some of us regard them for that reason as the minimum development goals but they are the only offer on the table that can dent poverty in any substantial way. They are politically feasible, affordable and already have the approval of all the world’s nations. These goals were not a casual commitment. In 2000 every world leader signed up. Every international body signed up. Almost every single country signed up. That is why they are important.

And changes in the world’s system can reduce poverty. Through debt relief, Mozambique has been able to introduce free immunizations for children, Tanzania has abolished primary school fees, leading to a 66% increase in attendance and in Uganda an extra 2.2 million gained access to clean water.  That is why these MDGs are politically feasible. 

1. Eradicate Extreme poverty and hunger
In our world of high-speed internet connection and regular trips into the stratosphere, one billion people live on less than $1 a  day, 2.7 billion live on less than $2 a day, 800 million people go to bed hungry every night and 28,000 children in the world die each day because of poverty-related causes. 
This goal has two targets: to reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day and to reduce by half the number of people who suffer from hunger.

2. Achieve Universal Primary Education
The goal of achieving universal primary education has been on the international agenda since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirmed in 1948 that elementary education was to be free and compulsory for all children in all countries. Yet today, nearly 60 years later, 103 million children do not attend primary school – more than half of them girls – and less than 20% attend secondary school. There are also 133 million adolescents who cannot read or write. 

The target here is to ensure that every child will be able to complete at least primary school.

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

We frequently speak nowadays of the ‘feminisation of poverty’- that poverty has a woman’s face. 70% of the 1.3 billion people living in poverty are women. They form 75% of adults who are illiterate. In addition, they work two-thirds of the world’s working hours, produce half of the world’s food but earn only 10% of the world’s income. Human trafficking - most of those trafficked are women - ranks third among the world’s criminal activities and generates revenues of US$9 billion a year. 66% of the world’s illiterates are women. Women own only 1% of the world’s land. They hold only 14% of the managerial jobs. Women provide 70% of the unpaid time spent in caring for family members  - work that is estimated at US$11 trillion, a third of global GDP (Gross Domestic Product)– a phenomenon that has been called ‘time poverty’. And so on.
The target here is to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education.

The promotion of women in development is not a matter of being politically correct but stressing a human right that is often lacking. There is an additional point about feeding the whole family. I remember years ago when I was in the desert of Sudan participating in a food distribution programme. The people had been called to the meeting point and we placed the cans of oil and food inputs on the soil and then asked the women to sit on them and show us their ration cards. Sitting on the cans meant ownership. A man came up to me and, through the interpreter, said: ‘why are you giving this food to the women? They are no better than goats.’ By giving the food to the women, we ensured the whole family would eat and in particular the children. The other, cultural matter will be addressed once all girls have access to education but that is a different goal.
In the promotion of women, we have to be very careful not to put even more work on their shoulders. We should look at development  through a gender lens so that the roles and task of work, bringing up a family and caring for others is shared between men and women. Gender is not about taking from one to give to the other or lowering one to raise the other. It is about men and women relating to one another in a way that gives full recognition to their equality and their human dignity.
4. Reducing child mortality

Every day, 29,000 children under five die of preventable diseases – that is, 21 each minute. 

The target here is to reduce by two thirds the under-five mortality rate.

5. Improve maternal health

In Europe, one in 2,000 women dies in childbirth – in North America one in 3,500. In the “poor” world, more than half a million women die every year in pregnancy or childbirth. 

The target here is to reduce by three-quarters the maternal mortality rate.
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

HIV/AIDS and other pandemics such as malaria and TB are not only health issues but development issues. Today, 42 million people live with HIV/AIDS in the world. The virus kills 6,000 people every day and infects 5,200 more. Every 30 seconds, an African child dies of malaria, more than one million per year. 
I remember visiting projects in the slum of Korogocho in Nairobi. There, a parish group was involved in a programme to visit the sick – those with HIV, those with malaria and leprosy. In the case of those with leprosy, they were buying cats for the people – to stop rats gnawing at their distorted limbs that could no longer feel. 
HIV/AIDS is not above all a health issue but a development issue as the dying of the young and economically active in large swathes of the world has had a devastating effect on families (with the elderly looking after their grandchildren), society (with a huge increase in health and care bills on the one hand and, on the other, a declining economy as those producing the economy die off early) and our world. It remains one of the great challenges facing humanity in the 21st century.

The two targets here are to have halted and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and to have halted and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases.
7. Ensure environmental sustainability

More than a billion people do not have access to clean water and over 2.6 billion do not have basic sanitation services.  It is also becoming clearer that climate change and similar environmental concerns are having a devastating effect on the poor, making them more vulnerable to disaster.

Given the number of  disasters now caused by climate change, this issue which used to be the domain of organisations like Friends of the Earth or Greenpeace are now firmly on the development agenda. For us in Caritas, we look at the issue from the perspective of how climate change is affecting human communities and in particular the poor. You could say that our stress is on people rather than polar bears. If nothing is done to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, global mean temperatures could rise as much as 5 degrees centigrade over the next century. There are island communities in the Pacific which will disappear under the waves because of climate change. Australia has already declared it is not taking the people. In all of our countries, we have noticed this year how the seasons have gone crazy.
The three targets here are: to integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources; to halve the number of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and sanitation; and, by 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers.

8. Develop a Global Partnership for Development

Whereas the first seven goals focus on changes which can be measured in the developing countries, they cannot be achieved without Goal 8: the creation of global partnerships for development. For poor countries to achieve the first seven goals, rich countries must deliver their end of the bargain in advance of 2015 with more effective aid, more sustainable debt relief and fairer trade rules. In 1970, 22 of the world’s richest countries pledged to spend 0.7% of their national income on aid. By 2004, only 5 countries had kept that promise. In terms of debt, for every £1 given in grant aid for developing countries, more than £13 comes back in debt repayments. For trade, the world’s poorest 49 countries make up 10% of the world’s population but they account for only 0.4% of world trade while the rich countries spend $100 billion a year to protect their markets with tariffs, quotas and subsidies – twice as much as they provide in development aid. 
The difference between other grandiose globally thought out plans to end poverty and the MDGs is this goal to put the cash where the rhetoric is. There are seven targets under this goal:- developing further an open, rule-based, predictable non-discriminatory trading and financial system and including a commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction; addressing the special needs of the least developed countries (LDCs), including tariff and quota-free access for their exports, an enhanced programme of debt relief, the cancellation of bilateral debt and more official development assistance (ODA) for countries committed to poverty reduction; addressing the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small island developing States; to create measures to make debt sustainable in the long term; to assist in producing productive work for youth; in link with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing countries; in cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies especially information and communications to all.

Where are we now?
The MDGs were a bond of trust between the rich world and the poor but already the goals are looking more and more out of reach. Present progress in sub-Saharan Africa suggests that primary education for all will not be delivered by 2015 but 2130 – 115 years late. Poverty will not be halved by 2015 but by 2150 – 135 years too late. Avoidable infant deaths will not be eliminated by 2015 but by 2165 – 150 years too late. 
On the one hand, many people throughout the world are engaged in the campaign because of their concern for world poverty. For example, 50,000 people during the March marathon in Rome visited the Voice Box set up by the campaign and left personal messages for their governments. On the other hand, many of the rich countries are dragging their feet about goal 8 – giving the resources for the other seven goals to be carried out. Since we are in Italy, let us look, nearly halfway to the deadline to accomplish the goals, where Italy stands. Not very well. On aid, Italy is one of the worst of the OECD countries. It spends 0.29% of its Gross National Income (GNI) on aid while the other 15 donor countries give an average of 0.51% - still a long way short of the 0.7% everyone is committed to. Italy has been active on debt relief but it then calls this ‘aid’. The Centre for Global Development has a ‘Commitment to Development Index’ where Italy is near the bottom – 19 out of 21 countries. Yet, the government’s policies seem to go against the wishes of the Italian people who have a level of public awareness of the MDGS that is higher than any country in the EU bar Sweden.
The UK government, spearheaded by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, has come up with a way of pumping 100 billion dollars a year into the MDGs through the International Finance Facility (IFF). This is in the tradition of the Marshall Plan of 1948 where nations provided resources to an international institution that then borrowed on the international capital markets. That plan saved a Europe devastated by war. We can save and enhance millions of lives if we persuade our governments to support initiatives like the IFF to finance the MDGs. 
Where we are now is that we need millions more to be engaged. There is heartening news from all over the world. Even in the United States, one of the Presidential candidates, John Edwards, unveiled a four point plan to tackle global poverty, mentioning specifically MDG Goal 2 of universal primary education. In the House of Representatives, a Global Poverty Act was introduced on 1st March to try to achieve the MDG goal of cutting extreme global poverty. There are many initiatives in many countries and no lack of ideas for you to take up. 
Getting Involved: Advocating for Justice
Working for the MDGs means being involved in advocacy which usually frightens people into inaction when what we want is action by them. Advocacy is a big word for a simple matter: planning for a piece of work that seeks to bring about change in a given context. It encompasses policy analysis (whose requirements are evidence-based research and strategising), campaigning (awareness-raising and mobilising) and lobbying (a systematic effort to bring your analysis and research to the attention of decision-makers in order to influence them). There is a huge amount of information and ideas about ways of using that information regarding the MDGs, so you are spared the research and analysis. Mobilising the Dominican resources will, however, require some strategising. 
There are 12 golden rules about strategising:- 
(1) know your subject - understand the MDGs and what they can do for people well;

(2) channel your expertise – hire in specialists if necessary, develop a contacts database and use different formats for your argument with different audiences; 
(3) identify the key stakeholders – target those who are hostile as well as build relationships with those most in favour and understand who is responsible for which piece of policymaking; 
(4)develop a coherent strategy – develop your own goals to achieve the MDGs, develop clarity on your arguments and avoid vagueness or ‘just being nice’ (we are called to be just, not nice);

(5) secure sufficient resources – you can miss opportunities without adequate human and financial resources); 

(6)cooperate – rarely are policy successes achieved alone, so network but ensure you are all singing off the same hymn sheet and  ensure you all share credit; 

(7)secure access to officials (of your government using lower levels to reach them if necessary) – titles help and so do contact with retired bishops, prioresses or Masters  and politicians who will still have the contacts and the time to help;

(8) relationships – build personal ones not just through email and build trust through consistency of position and action; 

(9) timing – capitalise on the ‘right’ time for a policy initiative. Consult the UN calendar for special ‘days’ (such as 1st December World AIDS Day) and time a press release on why the goal on HIV/AIDS must be reached around that.

(10) use the power of the media – identify journalists sympathetic to the cause and keep them informed regularly of your actions – secular as well as religious media, learn how to write short, sharp press releases and keep your supporters informed of media coverage as this lifts the spirits;

(11) adopt a professional approach – use facts and statistics as well as ethics to support arguments. The Church in general has credibility in political circles on poverty because it is at the grassroots with the poor. Create a communications channel to raise the effects of the areas of the MDGs  on poor communities to higher levels through provable stories but avoid uninformed anecdote. Give briefing points to politicians rather than long documents.

(12) remain Dominican – some politicians or certain tendencies within the Church will say you are being involved in politics, that you are involved in Caesar’s world not God’s, that you are going against what Jesus taught. We all know this is theological balderdash. Explain that actions for justice are part of our preaching and go back a long way. In 13th century Italy, the involvement of the brethren in peace negotiations was an expression of Aquinas’s vision of justice as the right ordering of all our lives, individually and communally, according to God’s will. 
So don’t let the word ‘advocacy’ frighten you into passivity. 
The Church and  the MDGs
Why should we be involved as Church? We address the MDGs within the context of a basic understanding of what the Church is as a whole - a whole with two principal dimensions. One is a community of the baptised, and the other an institution which exists to serve the community which the baptised are committed to. As Karl Rahner – and forgive me for quoting a Jesuit – said: “love for God only comes into its own identity through its fulfilment in a love for neighbour”. Supporting the MDGs is a contemporary way of loving your neighbour. 
A very general panorama of Catholic social teaching on development covering the development decades from the 60s onwards shows a marked evolution of thought. Before the Council, it was a matter of pure charity – from church to church and ‘development’ was done through the missions. For Pope John XXIII and the Council Fathers, development was about raising the poor out of poverty by the rich sharing their wealth but from their excess and was seen more in terms of relief aid rather than sustainable development. In the 60s and 70s, Pope Paul VI, especially in Populorum Progressio whose 40th anniversary we commemorate this year, stressed the situation of what became known as the Third World and said that the rich North had to share its technology with the poor world so that it would ‘develop’. The stress was still on economics. With the teaching of Pope John Paul II, we come to a teaching that is now called ‘integral human development’ which contains the economic, the ecological, the social, the cultural and the spiritual. We are all under-developed, says the Pope, and each person is responsible for developing him- or herself. The poor have to become agents of their own development and development has to contain all these elements which result in the flourishing of the human person, a different concept from the homo economicus  that is presented as being human nowadays.

Dominicans and the MDGs – and Meister Eckhart
Why should we be involved as Dominicans? At our meeting of the International Commissions of the Order last year in Fanjeaux, we adopted the MDGs as an important element in the preaching charism of the Order for the next years. The Preaching Commission, meeting earlier this year, specifically mentioned the MDGs as a justice focus in our preaching. Why? It is perhaps worthwhile to think about a paragraph in the letter from the members: We affirm that our world is one hungry for the Word that says ‘yes’ to life and all creation; that tells the truth instead of lies; that gives meaning to being human; that puts dignity before greed; that proclaims hope, especially to the poor and excluded, that, in short, preaches Jesus Christ. 

Our preaching is a participation in the mission of the Spirit of God who extends the horizon of our concern to all of humanity, to the good of Creation and to a dialogue with those of all cultures and faiths. Jesus preached not just through words but through his liberating lifestyle. Our lives need to reflect the Gospel we preach. Our preaching has to be given priority in the Order and in the Church at large. It is our specific responsibility, not only to witness to the Gospel, but to proclaim it explicitly. We need to rediscover the zeal for the Word that liberates and gives meaning to God’s creation.

For us, members of the Dominican family, pursuing goals of justice and peace can never be mindless action but action that only arises out of prayer, study and contemplation. It starts, not with a political manifesto, but us – the reduction of our ego to let in God’s spirit to lead us to do God’s work. Meister Eckhart said: “People should not worry so much about what they do but rather what they are. If they and their ways are good, then their deeds are radiant”. Working for the MDGs is not a matter of being politically correct or following a trend of pure activism in an Order dedicated to transforming the world through a search for truth or because we are nice people. It has to arise out of the ground of our being and then we realise that all we can do for the MDGs will not come from us but from the fact we have allowed ourselves, through faith, to be used by God’s love.

Prayer and study become essential ingredients for acting wisely on the MDGs. It is doing God’s will which Albert Nolan describes as “the common good”. He writes: “To understand what Jesus meant by God’s will, we might best translate it as ‘the common good’. The common good is whatever is best for the whole human family or the whole community of living beings or the whole universe in its grand unfolding…I begin to experience my good as identical with the common good when I have started to sideline my ego and to experience my oneness with all others. Only then will I be free to live and work for the common good or, in other words, to do God’s will.”

Summary

In this talk, I have explained the background behind the MDGs, how they are the best hope around to rid millions of people of a poverty that dehumanises, what some people are doing to promote them and indicated what you, as Dominican sisters, can do. I have tried to indicate that pursuing the good that comes from the implementation of the MDGs is not a matter of politics but our acting according to God’s will. What is to be done now? I can only urge you to hear the voice of that great Dominican saint and mystic, St Catherine of Siena, speaking to us over the centuries and encouraging us in our own time:- “be up and doing for there is no cause so difficult, no stronghold so impregnable that it cannot be broken down – and you built up – by love”.

Thank you for listening. Now it is up to you.
Annex 1

Definitions
Advocacy: Planning, Research, Campaigning and Lobbying
Planning for a piece of work that seeks to bring about change in a given context. It encompasses policy analysis ( whose requirements are evidence-based research and strategising), campaigning (awareness-raising and mobilising) and lobbying (a systematic effort to bring your analysis and research to the attention of decision-makers in order to influence them).
Resources

Advocacy

The How and Why of Advocacy, BOND (UK organisation) available from www.bond.org.uk
Development and Advocacy, Deborah Eade (ed.) 2001 published by Oxfam Development in Practice series. 

Rough Guide to Advocacy, CIDSE (Catholic development network), available from www.cidse.org
Dominican Sources

Justice, Peace and Dominicans 1216-2001, ed. by John Orme Mills OP, Dominican Publications 2001.

MDGs: important websites

UN : www.millenniumcampaign.org
Caritas Internationalis: www.caritas.org
CIDSE: www.cidse.org
Duncan MacLaren





Secretary General, Caritas Internationalis


Professed member of Glasgow Lay Dominicans








� “People should not worry so much about what they do but rather what they are. If they and their ways are good, then their deeds are radiant”, Meister Eckhart, The Talks of Instruction n. 4  (from Meister Eckhart: Selected Writings, ed. by Oliver Davies, Penguin Books 1994.)


� Jesus Today: A Spirituality of Radical Freedom, Albert Nolan OP, Orbis Books 2006 p. 188.
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