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More than twenty years ago, when I had just begun my ministry as Promoter of Justice and Peace for my congregation, I met with a group of our Sisters in Alabama, in the southern USA.  I asked each Sister there to please describe what she was doing to promote justice and peace.  As we went around the circle of Sisters, the turn came to an elderly Sister who had spent her entire religious life teaching young children.  At that time, she was spending a few hours each week taking care of the library in a small Catholic school where our Sisters taught.  Without hesitation, this Sister explained to all of us that she promoted justice by making sure that there were books in the library about people of different races and cultures.  She said that she made sure that the children had opportunities to read about boys and girls from a variety of countries in the world.  

I have always remembered this experience because it was a wonderful example of a Sister’s understanding that work for justice was not necessarily about taking on a special project in addition to one’s primary ministry. She knew that work for justice was not the activity of a select few Sisters in the congregation.  She realized that everyone, in every ministry, had the opportunity -- and responsibility -- to help make the world more just and peaceful, to help create another possible world. 

Today, I invite you to consider with me the following questions:

· What does it mean to work for justice and peace? 
· What does working for justice and peace mean for Dominican Sisters?  
· How are justice and peace efforts coordinated throughout the Dominican Order?
· What have been some of the recent activities of the DSI International Co-Promoter for Justice and Peace? 

· What will this DSI Assembly recommend to continue our efforts to create a more compassionate world?

Justice and peace efforts are a response to the Gospel and the social teaching of our Church.  We know that this social doctrine is rooted in the Scriptures.  Listen to Isaiah announce in the Holy One’s name: 

"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
       to loose the chains of injustice 
       and untie the cords of the yoke, 
       to set the oppressed free 
       and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
       and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
       when you see the naked, to clothe him, 
       and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?”

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus himself proclaims, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these, you did for me.”  Strong words concerning justice were used by the Fathers of the Church. To quote Saint Ambrose: "You are not making a gift of your possessions to the poor person. You are handing over to him what is his.  For what has been given in common for the use of all, you have arrogated to yourself. The world is given to all, and not only to the rich."

For Dominic, the Gospel and only the Gospel was the standard against which everything else was to be measured. As we look around our world and when we reflect seriously on the Gospel, we cannot help but be challenged to work to bring our reality into closer conformity with Gospel demands. That challenge means working toward the elimination of everything in our society that does not respect and sustain the basic dignity, fundamental rights, and decent quality of life for all persons.

The language of “right relationship” is a contemporary re-articulation of the commitment to do the good due God, neighbor, one’s self, and all of creation, in other words, the commitment to restore justice.  In this spirit, Dominic sold his books to help the poor.  Catherine accompanied a victim of death penalty through his execution. Martin de Porres brought food and healing to the slave colony near Lima. Bartolome de Las Casas demanded respect for the human dignity of indigenous peoples. Rose of Lima chose not to be a cloistered nun because the racial discrimination in the monasteries of her day was a sign counter to the Gospel.  She sought permission to found a monastery where women of all social categories would be welcome: Indian, Spanish, mestizas, Blacks, and descendents of Moors.

Closer to our present day, we recall that, in the Asia-Pacific region during WWII, many Dominicans were interned in camps throughout the war zones along with the people whom they served.  Later, during the Communist government’s take-over in China, Friars, Sisters and Laity again were interned.  Many of them died; many came out in extremely weak condition.  Likewise, we know that many Dominican Sisters and Friars put themselves at great personal risk because of their criticism of and resistance to the apartheid government in South Africa.  In every continent, there are examples of efforts by Dominicans – especially Sisters – to work for the justice that will help to create another possible world.

[AT THIS TIME, I INVITE YOU TO REFLECT SILENTLY FOR A MOMENT ABOUT THE EFFORTS THAT YOUR SISTERS HAVE MADE AND ARE MAKING TO CREATE A BETTER WORLD. IDENTIFY JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF YOUR CONGREGATION’S EFFORTS. ---- PAUSE ---- NOW, PLEASE TURN TO A PERSON NEAR YOU AND TAKE A MOMENT FOR EACH OF YOU TO DESRIBE THE EXAMPLE THAT CAME TO MIND.] 

Commitment to justice is at the heart of being a Dominican.  The words of the 1971 Synod of Bishops in their document, Justice in the World, express this reality: "Action for justice and participation in the transformation of the world are constitutive dimensions of preaching the Gospel."  (We know that our French Dominican brother, Vincent Cosmao OP, was one of the writers of this document so pertinent for Dominicans.)  Because the mission of every Dominican is to preach the Word, then working for justice is essential if we are true to this mission.  Every ministry that we undertake is an opportunity to work for a more just and a more peaceful world.
Drawing on this 1971 Synod document, the 1977 General Chapter of the Order at Quezon City, Philippines, declared work for justice a priority for the whole Dominican Order. In order to make the Order’s efforts for justice and peace more effective, the Quezon City General Chapter also commissioned the Master of the Order to appoint promoters for justice and peace at the international and regional (continental) levels. The first Friar was appointed General Promoter for Justice and Peace in 1981. 
In the 1980’s many provinces of Friars and congregations of Sisters began to appoint “Promoters of Justice and Peace.” Also in the 80’s, the Regional Justice and Peace Promoters (for continental areas: Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin America, North America) were appointed by the Master of the Order from among the Friars. In the late 80’s, the Order’s General Promoter, Edward van Merrienboer, OP, urged that a Friar and a Sister from each continental area be appointed. The Master of the Order accepted his recommendation and appointed in 1988 the first Sister Co-Promoter for a Regional area. By 1993, there were Sister Regional Co-Promoters for each of the five continental areas of the world. The General Promoter with these Regional Co-Promoters (Sisters and Friars) comprised the International Dominican Commission for Justice and Peace. Those nineteen Sisters who have served on the Commission over the nearly twenty years that Sisters have been appointed were (and are) the following:

· Antoinette Harris
Sinsinawa



· Naseem George
Sparkill




· Reetha Meechery
Presentation



· Aline Ussel Carrillo
DVI



· Madeleine Fredell
CRSD



· Sr. Michael Mdluli
Montebello



· Margaret Galiardi
Amityville






· Mary Anna Baird
New Zealand



· Luisa Campos

Adrian



· Petronille Kayiba
Missionaries of the Rosary



· Judith Hilbing

Springfield




· Maria Mayo Justel  
Santo Domingo/Grenada


· Eileen Gannon

Sparkill




· Rosa Yaya

Remedies



· Marie-Thérèse Perdriault
Presentation


· Klarissa Watermann
Bethany


· Gianna Masera

Unione San Tommaso



· Dustyne Farnan

Adrian


· Marie Laure Denès
CSRD


We extend special thanks to all the congregations to which the Sister Regional Promoters belong. We are grateful for the time, energy, and resources that these congregations contributed to the work for justice through the efforts of these Sisters who have served and continue to serve as Regional Promoters.
In September 2002, the international network for justice and peace collaboration by Sisters and Friars was made complete. Sr. Marie-Therese Perdriault (Presentation) was appointed by the Coordinator of DSI, upon the recommendation of the Coordinating Council, as the first Sister International Co-Promoter for Justice and Peace. Together with the Friar General Promoter appointed by the Master, the Sister in this position works to promote justice and peace throughout the entire Dominican Order. The international office is located at Santa Sabina.  
During her four-year term, Sr. Marie-Therese worked to promote a justice perspective among all those members of the Order whom she encountered.  In four years, she collaborated effectively with two Friar General Promoters.  We are thankful for her dedicated, competent service.  We thank her and the Presentation Sisters of St. Dominic for their generosity to DSI.

Over nearly thirty years since the Quezon City General Chapter, the network for Dominican justice and peace promotion has been growing and evolving. Some congregations have a justice and peace promoter or contact in each local community. These Sisters relate to the congregational or provincial justice promoter. These congregational promoters coordinate their efforts with a zonal or area promoter. These zonal promoters relate with the Regional (Continental) Promoter and the Regional Promoters (appointed now by DSI and the Master) comprise the International Dominican Justice and Peace Commission that works with the International Co-Promoters. This IDCJP usually meets every 18-24 months.

[AT THIS MOMENT, I INVITE YOU AGAIN TO CONSIDER SILENTLY ANOTHER QUESTION:  HOW IS YOUR CONGREGATION CONNECTED WITH, INVOLVED WITH, THIS NETWORK FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE PROMOTION THAT I HAVE DESCRIBED? ----PAUSE ---- PLEASE NOW BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR INVOLVEMENT TO A PERSON NEAR YOU.]

In January 2007, I began my ministry as International Co-Promoter for Justice and Peace.  Among my first activities as Marie Therese’s successor was to accompany her and my Co-Promoter, Prakash, to the seventh World Social Forum and the World Forum on Liberation and Theology in Nairobi, Kenya, in January 2007.  (Marie Therese attended as her congregation’s Justice Promoter.)  My detailed description of these events was contained in our DSI newsletter and in IDI but I would like to highlight here some aspects of those reports.  

The Theological Forum had as its theme, “Spirituality for Another Possible World.”   
Participation was limited to about 250 persons.  These were mostly Christian -- the majority being Roman Catholic. Some presenters were Muslim. The significant influence of African traditional religions was also discussed.  The primary presenters at the four-day WFTL were from “the South:” African, Latin American, and Asian theologians and scholars. The inspiring closing keynote address was delivered by Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.  The WFTL did not provide participants with a description of the specific elements that constitute a spirituality of liberation. Rather, the context and content of the WFTL provided the raw material from which participants could discern for themselves the kind of spirituality necessary for human liberation.

The day after the WFTL concluded, the five-day World Social Forum began, with the theme, “Another World is Possible.”  (The first WSF was in Brazil in 2001 and was organized as a counter-event to the annual World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, of "1st World" economic ministers and business leaders.) This 2007 WSF estimated about 80,000 participants. The WSF didn’t make an effort to develop any culminating statements or pronouncements. Recognizing the diversity of all the participants gathered, the WSF organizing committee didn’t expect consensus. As Jim Hug, SJ, from the Center of Concern stated, the most important thing that happened was “the building of solidarity and hope among people who need to know that they are not alone in their serious and at times desperate life struggles. It was the affirmation of the justice and importance of those struggles. It was the linking of people’s struggles around the world. It was esteem building. It was legitimizing. As the children chanted, leading our march: ‘We are somebody’ and we don’t have to stand for this. Another kind of world, a world of justice for everyone, is possible if we struggle together for it. If nothing else occurred here, that would be enough to make the WSF inestimably valuable.”

Among the most significant learnings for me from the two forums were these:

• “Climate Justice” is a concern in Africa. Global environmental degradation is dramatically affecting the people of Africa. Among justice issues, “the environment” may have been seen in the past by some as a “luxury” issue for those who were not facing issues like starvation or genocide. However, Africans are naming the direct connection between climate change and devastating circumstances for people of the African continent.

• The trafficking of persons -- mostly women and children (the UN estimates 700,000 – 2,000,000 annually) -- is a reality that touches every continent and most countries. This “new slavery” is exacerbated by the negative aspects of globalization.

• The USA and its political and economic allies are viewed as evil forces by most groups struggling against social injustice in the world today. In clear contrast to the sincere belief of many American citizens of good will, increasing numbers of people in the world do NOT experience the USA as a country committed to making the world a better place.

• Groups all around the world are demonstrating by their struggles for justice that another world IS possible. Many people in every continent agree that the dominant economic model is not working, especially for the world’s poorest people. One presenter reminded us, “The corporation/industrialist is feared now more than slave traders or crude colonists.”

As Dominicans, it would be consistent with the importance we attach to study to attempt to organize Dominican Family activities in relation to future World Social Forums. Regional forums are proposed for 2008. The next WORLD forum is proposed for 2009. Let us commit ourselves to stay attentive to the planning for these important events and to make an effort to be active participants in future such forums.  
We have briefly considered in this presentation the meaning of working for justice and peace, the meaning of this social doctrine for Dominican Sisters, the network of justice and peace promoters for the Order, and recent efforts of the DSI International Co-Promoter for Justice and Peace.  Since the first statutes for DSI were adopted in May 2001, one of DSI’s goals has had justice and peace as its focus. At the 2004 Assembly in Caleruega, the specific objective related to this goal adopted by the Assembly concerned a “compassionate world order: to foster work in the fields of justice, peace and integrity of creation, in particular with regard to the rights of women and children and the fight against AIDS, and to that end to collaborate with ecumenical, inter-religious and non-governmental organizations.”  During the remaining days of this Assembly, you will identify a direction for our continuing participation in the transformation of the world.

Let us all hold in our hearts and minds the 21,000 Dominican Sisters who work every day to make another world possible. Of the 35 countries in the world where more than 80% of the population lives on less than $2 dollars/day, we find Dominican Sisters in 21 of them, including Zambia, Haiti and Bangladesh.  Among the 75 countries recently identified as actual or potential conflict situations, 33 are countries where Dominican Sisters live and minister.  Our Sisters are living and ministering in Iraq, Pakistan, Thailand, East Timor, Uganda, Zimbabwe and a multitude of other broken places.  How important it is for all of us to remember that “we have family” in 101 of the world’s countries; where one of our Sisters serves, we all stand in solidarity with her.
Sisters, I urge you to continue to promote among the members of your congregations the understanding that action for justice and participation in the transformation of the world are integral elements of our Dominican vocation. Please encourage each Sister to internalize the conviction that every ministry is an opportunity to create a more compassionate world.  And as we conclude, let us make this prayer of our Sister, Catherine of Siena, our own:

IN THIS LIGHT OF YOURS

I KNOW MY OWN NEED

AND THE NEED OF YOUR CHURCH

AND OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

AND BECAUSE I KNOW

IN YOUR LIGHT

I ASK THIS OF YOU:

THAT YOU CALL US TO HEAL,

TO TEACH,

TO BE AND TO DO JUSTICE,

TO OFFER OURSELVES COMPLETELY

TO THE TASK OF YOUR REIGN.

DO NOT ACCEPT OUR COMPLACENCY:

GRANT US A HOLY DISCONTENT.

CHALLENGE US TO YOUR JUSTICE.

WE ASK THIS IN YOUR NAME, JESUS,

RISEN CHRIST.

[NOW, I WOULD BE PLEASED TO ATTEMPT TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REPORT AND TO RESPOND TO ANY OBSERVATIONS, COMMENTS.]
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